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Greetings from the Drehers! Thought I'd start the next round with a new color baper to make
it easy to keep track. We're all eagerly awaiting winter break next week (being married to
a teacher ensures plenty of vacation time). No travel plans, bt it's a nice chahge. Of
course we're in the midst of our basketball season - Ian on the 8th grade CYQ team, and Kate
playing for the first time (with moi as coach). Matt is impatient for soccer to roll around
in March. T'l1l be coaching his Kgtn team ... they are a lot of fun, and you don't have to
worry about winning. Tan is finishing up 8th grade and will go to public HS next year. After
much negotiating and prodding from us, the grammar school principal has allowed Kate to ac-
celerate into the 5th grade. She wanted this and put in much time to get the work done, so
we're very proud of her. Of course, it'll take time for her to find a niche with the new
class. To my surprise, Matt loves school (especially the school bus trip). Now I'll start
worrying about his adjusting to a full day in lst grade! George keeps himself busy. He is
the 30 second clock operator for all the Malverne girls home games (for which he's paid ...
public schools are different from Catholic enesl), and he's running a state—funded science
enrichment for minorities program after school. I'm still teaching RE and doing the newsletter;
also considering going back for my MLS to work parttime in a few years. T try to get in
walking at the local park for my exercise. Was great seeing everyone at the reunion, andhope
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that spring comes for us all real soon Take care Egavmﬂﬂlrmm, 4‘/&Q&
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Dear All,

I'm afraid that Mom may have gotten s chilly receplion in Milwaukee-- here in
“Southesstern Lower Michigen” we have & dusting of snow on the ground and temperatures in the
20's and 30°s. This is quite unpleasant aftar the thaw we had in the beginning of the month!

| won't be living in Michigan for tes much longer because Joe has sccepted an offer to
be g pharmacologist for a drug company (Merck, Sharp, and Dohme} Tocated in Pennsylvanis

north of Philedelphia. He is going to stert there in the middle of April, but | sm planningon
staying in Michigan through the summer. | want to finish the project | sm working on here sty
of M.

Jog and | made a {rip to the Phillyarea a few weeks ago and picked out an apartment.
I'm afraid thet we have been spoiled by living close enough to walk into work at the University;
it will never be that convenient for us agsin. | can understand Eric being happy about moving
closer o work. At lesst we can give up the 12-hour car trips/2-hour plane ti‘ips ve had to
make to visit family. ‘

Prior to our annual irek East for the holidays, we did get & chance 1o take a short

~vacation in southern California. Joe had s meeting in Ansheim (home of Disneyland} in

November, and | flew out after it was over. We enjoyed it, but things were quite hectic s we
didn’t have much time. 1°d like to go back with more money and more time!

PR



M/_ : T %%ﬁ in
%Mﬁm&w@% %w’éWﬁMW are

il i P ool e
7/&&% y M//ZZ«J’,VM /HT /,M,,é ﬁw&f /M’/
R,Mﬁm»mf @7% 7
)y ZPAow?fwda Ana /ﬁ%fzf/*xt' . ’“ﬁ;gff ;Zaw&&ad/
W’f(f &%m%ﬁ Sy M
G o ZEMZW ety
épmvuzfﬁ ot Hdo /ﬁ4qu_j§muy B el Zf? Attt /fi;i:;i; X uai”“b «“ﬂ;
7&,@ Mawﬂawﬂ&wﬂw WX‘M A sl f’v/“’”’

A.15.88
Dear One and All, -

I recently took a trip down memory  lane. I was in Brooklyn for &4 meeting
at St. Michael. Going early, I toured around to see Miller Ave, Jerome
St, the shop, as well as Mom's family's funeral home, as well as the
Church itself. While not all the memories were pleasant, it was a good
thing to do, and all the sites looked well preserved (esp the Churchl)

Two events Brought me there. One was the memorial Mass for Fr Antonine
Zimmermani; with whom I worked on Guam. Coming orlﬂlnally from the
neighborhuow, tne famlly was invited beck to pray for Antonine with the -
Friars, since he was buried on Guamn.

The second reason for my being there was to meet with Fr Jack Rathschmidt,
the new Provineial, to discuss my status in the Order and priesthood.
With friends and the best advisors to assist, I have decided to begin
the process for a formal dispensatiohR from vows and the obligations of
ordination. I am aware that this disappoints or saddens many of you,
but it is the way I have chosen, the only way I feel I can really go.
The process is parallel %o an annulment, but is handled by the Pope
personnally. More than that, I can't really say right now. Hopefully,
by the next letiter; more can bhe szid, and perhape I will have seen

gsome of yon. It is also impotrant for me to reiterate at this time that
my leaving in no way reflects on the Capuchins (or anyone else). If I
felt T could continue, I would wholeheartedly return to the Caps, and
even now retalin good relatlonshlps with many of the Friars. _
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In other areas, I am still taking a course at Pace U, one at Bear
Stearns, and am working in the same dept at the Company as before. I
am overdue for a transfer to another position, but that was delayed
by the crash{(es). We're shorthanded in my area. So, 0.T. is plentiful,
which is why people generally can't reach me at homne. during the week.
And, of course, on weekends, I don't wait around, either. I do my
studying, ;wrlte letters, pay bills, do laundry & shopplng and try to
party.a bit!

~The rest of the Southern Mays are scheduled to:heam this way dn June
for Danie's brother's weddlng I also hope to visit them in May. They
are all well. The new house ‘in Richmond seems to be coming -along

-v*nlcely for Erici& Danie. They!ll £ill in more in their turn on the.

. round.
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Dear All:
I'm disappoicted that this letter nasc taken so long to come round
=gzin., =aven allowing for moves, vacations, fumily crises esc. 1t
ssems 8 months is a pretty loms tdme 50 be a-comin, And we all
enjoy it so — it's srest to aegar of tue actlvities oI our ever
arowing family.
Ray has been here with us Ior i Iew days wnile attendinga sewinar
for Tirst Investors in JVestehestsr. He still enjoys Calilvconiaa
livinz. 7ho wculdn't, zive tne terrible weather we NYsrs hive
nad this I'ay. Tteven is gtiil at the Pimes, and lncaing up tae
ceryorate ladder. Right now he is girlfriend-less and enjoying
his "bachelcrhosdv. Ken graduates June 20th and is Jjob a rting
now (but not too streruously). ILorraine has completed a very
succasaful first year at Queens Jollege. The wants fo major in
primary education. The 3till nas two PFT weitressing juos winich
are very lucrative,
And now for the questicn woudve all been asxing — How 18 our new
houge coming along. Well, o look at, it's greet. Almest counletad
cout:ide ard very imnressive. The carpentry work is excellent.
Unfortunately, we're still in bigz trouble with the fiundation.
Both the basemont and sarase flcors have to be repoured due to
cracking, the basement walls aave to be waterproofed and reinrsyczd,
and, now taoat we nave a problem ol water seeping uwn inslide the
basenent floor, that has to be druined oif scmehcw. A_1 in all,
biz jobs, big =xvensen, and mucun diificulty in getting tue builder
t- agsume tne responsibility. Tt looks like tais will be ancther
"long, hot, summer® for us.
Fd is feelin: 0K and is back at work acain alter his jprostate
sursery, and his mom is deing as welil as can ove eXpected aiter
her double Knee repiccement operation.

Wuch 1cve to all ¢f ycu from tne CZhrictensens.,

Do
(,';/E&oc'L

Dear Family:

Hipe all is well with eveyone. We're doing fine. In April,
over Easter vacatian from Mary Jo) s school, we spent a week
in Milwaukee visiting Frank. We got to see all the sites,including
the Milwaukee Symphony and a Bucks game! I had not been to see
Frank since 1983 and Mary Jo has newer been, so it was a long
overdue trip. We stopped in Chicago for three days on the way home
and had a great time there too0.

Work is $till extremely hectic for me. In additian to WGBB, I
am now the Long Islad Correspondent for WOR in NY,., I have also
recently started writing news for the Channel 5 "10:0) Newa” on
a freelance basis. As you can imagine, thg leaves little time
for sleep or anything else! I'm looking forward to just relaxing for
a while sometime this siammer.

Take care!

vey O Pl Cones
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4 & £ M&RID'GH Again greetings after 8 monthsl! July 30, 1988

Y & As the wonderful Marian Year is coming to a close it is

good to reflect on the many blessings Mary has continued to be instrumental
in bringing to our family group, both collectively and individually--as
stated in the continulng saga of the enclesed accounts from each one.
For our own famil¥'s part, Mary hes been spectacularly evident to all of
us this past year--most notably in the extraordinary grace to Theresa in
arranging for her to lead a new "shoot" of relegious women for the good
of the Churche. She is already somewhat settled in the s. Bronx, allied
with the group of Capuchins who, under the guldance of Cardinal 0O'Connor
have started a spiritual "renewal'., And she is wearing her own adaptetion
of the grey Capuchin habit of the Friars, which has already been approved
by the Chancery of the Archdlocese. & gmace and a challengel

Our intention of moving to N. Jersey has changed from

- "on hold" to "the back burner"! Tronically one of the main reasons for
moving has been Betty's health all along (climbing the stairs, extra work
etce) but as of now her health has also put it to the back burner, Ever
since the early spring she's been bothered with a severe lung problem,
i.e+ hard to breathe, and & constant annoying cough that even keeps her
up at nights sometimes. Our internest doctor has tried everything along
the medicine and mnti-bilotic route, coupled with X~Rays, Mamogram etc.
but to no avail. Just recently we've finally taken the advice of Theresa
and Joan who both have severe allergles,to visit an allergist. So far, -
with only half the tests done to date, sure enough Betty 1s highly allergic
to many things {(dust, wool, etc.) Bub even though we've taken that route,
her lungs--bronchlal problem seems no better off. And there 1s real sus-
picion of asthema. S0 besides her arthritis, emphasema and heavy coughing,
we have hardly been able to go anyplace for aquite a while., So until we
can get to the bottom of things, moving is the last thing on our minds.
We have really put a dampser on the children's wvacations at home this year.
They have jokingly referred to home now as the "geriatric ward". I would
even go further and perhaps liken our home to what is commonly referred

- to down in Flerida these days--as "God's waiting rooml! Perhaps too, his

is Mary's special gift te us also, during her Marian Yearl L
Best regards to all, wmth all our love, A o
Hlaas e S—

s

hello sgaln from milwsvkeg———m

_sunmer highlights have 1rclud9d a trip vo atlantz for the
democratic national convention znd a visit from young Mr.
Izn Dreher, who thought it was super-cool to hang out with
swinging b@ohelor Unele Frank. vert of thet visit ineluded a
h*ntorlc event—-— we ssw the LLTSt night game ever helid in Wrizgley
Field (that is, the first attennt st s night game, which was
~ rained out after 3 innings. )
cautumn highlights will include a- deOT change in my wrking 1life,
L After. we get the ecampzign finished, i'm going over to the
Sports Department as a feature writer. It8s a six-month trial
for both me and the sports editor, but-it looks like it will

be fun, although it is radieally different from what wm I've
done for 17 years By the next” go-round of this letter, itil
have & progress report

: Love %o all,

Foande
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Dear Everyone and Greetings from Connecticut, : | September 17. 1988

: everythmg fole g on. There has rarelybeen a week orweekend whenthere wasn’t something special
‘happening. It’skept our family very busy, but we love making up for lost time {aw

friends).

Evenwith all of the family gatherings, we did manage totake a few trips of our own this year. In April
we flew to Florida for a cotsple of weeks and visited all the sites (ineliiding DisneyWorld for the kids),
and also spent a week in Bostan (saw the USS Constitution) angd week in Washington, D.C. During
“the Washington trip, we visitéd Jeff’s parents and attended his family reunion in Richmond,
Vlrglma Patty and her two sisters, Kathy and Maria, ajs6 were able to squeeze in a four day luxury

' cruise from Miami to the Bahamas\So overall, it ws a very busy year and summer.

We nowlook forward to another excitinyeapfhead. The beauntnl antuma in Connecticut, appie
' picking, and pumpkin picking are all just apund the corner. All three of our wonderful children are
in school now, which gives Patty some fi€e time during the day to pursue other activities. Jeffrey
_started 2nd grade, Christine 1st, and&harles entered Kindergarten. Jeffrey and Christine excelled
lastyear, andwe, the proud parenyg; expect the trend to continue. Andto culminate the year, Jefirey
: wﬂl be recemng Fll‘St Holy Cofimunion this Sprm

~ Weextend our best wishegfo everyone for the comlngye ar, and hope to have the chance to see some
of you Until then, take care and may God Bless each ang every one of you!

: Wlth All Our Lov

Q\UL A \gwp% o

Jeff, Patty, Jeffrey, Christine, and Charles
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