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Howdy from the Drehers and soggy, but cool LI. Mot ons day ovor 90 in July -
what a blessing! We're all doing fine, but not exactly l:azj ¢ .away the. swnner.
T worl my 22 hovrh at the library, i’—IhiC"l will increase to filltime in Sept. fullding
renovations and union negotiations:are livening up the summer there. Ceorge finishes
teaching his 2nd summer computer course today. That will leave more time for painting
my Mom's house (remember... 3 stories AND stucco - don't ask!). Matt is helping a lot
with this task and I pitch in with the "low" work. Tan is putting in his 40 hour weeks
at an import/export firm near Kennedy, but plans to return to Towson in Sept. for the
final oollege plunge. - He may be able to get work at the firm's Baltimore office as
well, Kate is working several jobs including the summer reading program at the library
to build her college spending chest. She had another good semester at Williams and is
looking forward to returning as an upperclassman That first year went QUICKLY - and
she "gtill has not decided on her major. We hope to get some sort of vacation in mid-
August. S0, the fall will see Tan and Kate off again and Matt starting high school.
Always readjustments! At least, from reading the RR we know that we are not alone.
Thanks to all for keeping us informed of family doings. Oh... one last late-
breaking report. Joe Clines called this morning to report the birth at 3:45 am of
daughter Xira. Just happens to be Joe's birthday today, too. 8 lbs 5 oz. All are well.
Eileen and her brood are due up this weekend, so we can all meet the newest Clines.

: God bless us all -

PR

PS Our email address changed and will probably change again, so I'll update when I
have a definitive cnhe. Sorry for the confusion, BEric!

August 16, 1996
Dear Family,

We just love hearing all the happenings in the family, We are all set (hopefully) for the wedding in
just 5 weeks. It will be so great to see Madeline and her family again and to reacquaint the cousins.

Patti’s company has moved from Great Neck to an office in Manhattan and last night she got her first
taste of commuting delays and missed connections. She only has two more weeks to go though since she
will be moving into an apartment in the city with 2 friends on Sept. 1. Paul and Karen are looking forward
to being able to “crash” at Patti’s after a night in the city.

Congrats to Aunt Helen, Eileen & Joe-dnd Joe & Mary Jo on the arrival of Colin and Kira. We have
had an exténsion on our branch of the tree-also. On July 30 Kristine {Krause) gave birth to her secend

. daughter, Erika. Jimmy's wife is also expecting their second in Dec.
We continue to keep Michelle in our prayers...her progress is wonderful.
Lovetoall.......
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Dear Family, . August 26, 1996
Congratulations to all in regards to new babies and weddings! Wow! This family is

growing so rapidly that I think even Auntie Anna would have a hard time keeping track!
_ We are beginning to get used to life in The South. There are certain things about living

- here that are wonderful, but lets face it--there's no place like home, especially when your home
is NY City! There is simply no comparison! _

Z Both John and 1 have recently changed careers. I left The Observer to take a position as
a Market Research Coordinator at a smal! real estate company only seven miles from home. I
compose Apartment Reports for six different metropolitan areas in the Carolinas. John is now
working with international freight. He has the Jong commute at about 30 minutes! (I jokingly
stress "long" because when we lived in NY ¥f trips via bus and subway were almost 3 hours a
day!) '

All else (the house, animals, health) is great. Nothing else to report on our end (thank
God). Iwould like to express particular thanks to both my Mom and brother Ray for telling the
whole family that we all came down with nasty stomach viruses on their most recent Memorial
Day weekend visit. This will certainly make everyone want to just drop everything and come
down in droves to visit! I assure you, it was a fluke!!!

Love and prayers for all! S o
. Apnaude | Qﬂ%

Greeting from Milwaukee!

What a great summer it was here! Mild and comfortable, nothing
even close to a "dog days" period. Best of all, my apartment com-
‘pPlex has an outdoor pool, so every day included a real good work-
out and lots of poolside reading. My days of conmpetitive sports
- are almost over, so swimming has become the great athletic pas-
sion and the best way to fight off the late-forties spread. Ex-
cept for all sorts of joints that ache, I never felt better!

My second trip to Ireland was in April, and it proved to be a
little more hectic than the first one because this time my friend
Betty and I had a car the whole time. Great Ffor mobility, but the
kind of thing that makes you feel compelled te go somewhere every
day instead of relaxing where you are. But Ireland is just the
greatest! We stayed away from Dublin and touched three corners of
the country and the midlands. Killarney, Kilkenny and a neat
place called Westport were the highlights, and as always the peo-
ple are enchanting!

And so, by the way, is the latest addition to the Clines fami-
ly in Malverne, NY. My brother‘’s Aug. 1 gift from God, Kira .
Elizabeth, is gorgeous and has the first hint of reddish hair .
that I can récallfin“ény bran¢h]9f;the,Clines/Dreher/Lynchyzirkel
clan. L T e S e s e

Next
tism, am Ao A X G
God bless "everyone! -

L
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September 15, 1996
Dear Family

It has certainly been a hectic summer here in Richmond . . .

Some of you may not be aware that my mother gave us quite a scare this Summer. In mid-July she developed a back pain so
intense that she was transported via ambulance to Williamsburg Community Hospital. Initially, she was treated by her orthopedic
doctor with pain killers and anti-inflammatory drugs but her GP noted that she had a fever. He examined her and ordered a blood
test that showed the existence of a staph infection. He immediately began treatment with antibiotics, but she continued to get
worse. Additional testing revealed that the infection was in her urine and in the fluid in her knee joint, but no test could determine
the cause or source of the infection. As she continued to slide, they finally performed a spinal tap on Friday, July 26 and confirmed
that the infection had also invaded the spinal fluid. She had meningitis.

Suspecting that the infection was sited at the heart valves, the doctors recommended that she be transported to the
Medical College of Virginia (MCV) here in Richmond so that a trans-esophageal echocardiogram could be performed to confirm their
suspicions, and the facilities were available to perform emergency open-heart surgery if necessary. The doctor also recommended
that we prepare for the worst.

So at 11:00 pm, the ambulance sped off to MCV, with us in pursuit, and Alan, Deanne, et al. jumped in their car and headed
south . .. long night! Once she was stabilized in the ICU at MCV, we went home.

On Saturday morning, they completed the procedure and the doctor reported that test results were negative for heart
valve damage.

When | visited her after the procedure, | could clearly see an improvement in her condition. Apparently, during the night, she
had reached a turning point where the antibiotics finally kicked in and her body was fighting back. By the time Alan arrived that
afternoon, she was sufficiently coherent so as to be surprised by his presence. Alan stayed the weekend, returning home by train on
Monday morning while Deanne and the kids stayed with Monica for a week. Alan returned the next weekend and took his family home.

Mom's recovery and some rehabilitation at MCV took 25 days. On August 21, she went home. Unfortunately, the back pain
she started with persisted, requiring her to use a walker and other assist devices to move around.

After being home less than a week, she went back to the hospital (Williamsburg) because she was feeling lightheaded. Turns
out she was three pints low on blood as a result of a gastric ulcer (most likely due to all of the medications she was taking).
Although they were quick to "top her off" with transfusions and get the ulcer under control, the doctors in Williamsburg wanted to
identify the cause of her back pain before they discharged her. (MCV didn't seem to care about her total well-being). They performed
a bone scan and found nothing but arthritis in her lower back, shoulders, knee and wrist. Because she had spent another week
immobilized in bed, the doctors had her transferred to Williamsburg Rehabilitation A across the street from the hospital. She will
stay there for three weeks ('til Sept 26?) until her regiment of antibiotic injections is complete and she has had an opportunity to
work her back so that she can move around at home.

We are finally in our new church! The dedication of St. Michael's Catholic Church took place on Tuesday night, March 26.
With the first two weekends in the place being Palm Sunday and Easter, the overwhelming crowds of folks who descended on the
church were expected. After the P&P Catholics went back into hibernation and summer vacations started, attendance lightened.
Now that summer is over, the crowds have returned and we fill the 550 seat worship space at each Mass. Plans to start on Phase II
(1000 seat worship space) are being accelerated.

Claudine became one of the three young Head Ministers to assist at the 5:30 PM Sunday Mass, which our Pastor is hoping
to make into a Youth Mass. Claudine continues to sing in the church choir. At school, she is involved in the drama club and had a
part as one of the singer/dancers in the spring production of Bye, Bye, Birdie. She also played softball again with the school JV
team, and with the community girls' league, but she chose not to play with her dad on the St. Mike's Defenders team. She also
received her drivers license in April, but has been slow to take advantage of it. She has been timid about getting behind the wheel and
refused repeated offers to practice with the manual transmission. With my mother out of action, we have her Camry, which Claudine
is driving from time-to-time.

This past semester, Chris came home only once, for his spring break. He wanted to come home for two events at the Church
(Confirmation Retreat and Dedication), but those trips were thwarted by bad weather and the need to concentrate on his
schoolwork. He spent the summer working at Burger King. On August 23, we took him back to Blacksburg to start his second year.
Overall, he's doing well, but math has become a problem for him.

Softball season has ended for again, and although both the K of C and St. Michael's teams did better than last year, we still
ended up dead last in both the Henrico County Men's League and the Henrico Church Mixed League, respectively. All | can say is that
[ did my part.

y pRe Engineering of the Nuclear department at Virginia Power is drawing to a close. The first phase examined the so called
"non-strategic" groups, including Security, Training, Records Management, Human Resources, etc. Those groups were hit hard, with
staff reductions of from 20A40%. The second phase looked at the station Operations and Maintenance staffs. As expected, this
effort was over in a hurry and resulted in very few changes or layoffs.

As for Nuclear Engineering, | served with eight representatives from other Engineering groups and three consultants on the
redesign team. The team was assembled in late April and worked through to August 15, when our recommendations were made to
management.

The key themes in our redesign effort were "rightsizing" for the reduced capital improvement spending at our stations, and a
transition to a "proactive" Engineering organization. "Rightsizing" resulted in the proposed total reduction of 60 positions (from
349), however, we increased staffing in the "proactive” plant support area by 10. Of the 50 positions we identified for reduction,
most are vacancies, contract clerks, and co-ops. Therefore, few Engineers will actually leave the Engineering organization and even
fewer will hit the streets, due to the creation of new positions in other groups.

As for me, my group continues to exist, with the reduction of one Engineer, but the addition of two designer/draftsmen. So |
probably still have a job. We'll find out in mid October.

The usual quiet of our neighborhood has been shattered for the past nine months as construction is under way for the new
Capital One credit card production/billing and support services facilities behind us. Every morning we feel like cursing Rudolf Diesel for
his invention and OSHA for requiring backup alarms on construction vehicles (Don't those people ever drive forward?!).

In addition, the lot next to our house and the one across the street will be built upon soon. We're expecting construction to
start at any time, but they'll probably wait for the construction behind us to complete to maximize the annoyance factor.

Well, that's about it for now!

Eric


Eric May
Eric


What a lot of news - it's wonderful to learn all about your _
711ves' sAuntie Nana and ‘allithe other. May-siblings. up An,
heaven must be pleading for us and cheerlng us on. - Aunt -
Rosemasry. sure had" everyone here scared to death,.

R%%%ll?kgoﬁ&erm%s’m%%ry Fe5R.EPub 1%%5388'1888%85%1: '

I might: have been able to-visit her. But not having.a car - .
does keep ‘me solverfty (OF ‘¢ourse my" ‘kids ‘have:a hard ‘timesof:. Lok
it making sure I get ‘transport here and there.) Thanks a lot
Clineses!

JThe trip through the Panama Canal was spectacular. It is al-
nost unbel1eveable ‘to see_the water under this huge ship re--
ceding. to almost about 3 inches while “the side of the lock\:w=
- seems to be only a foot away. The islands we visited were .
ﬁ-qu1te beautlful —= most memorable the" blue plastic roofs orn .
all kinds of bulldlngs on St. Ihomas, the restlt of the hur-
ﬂarlcane damage the prev1ous year
. SERN
Since the trip I have been kind of vegetatlng in my ret1rement
but still. working 8" shours weekly at:the library shelving books.
Meet a lot of St. Thomas people from Rel. ‘Ed. who keep asking -
why I'm not: stlll there. .

Taal o

%§§mehe 12, grandchlldren are all wonderful I think uncle Frank
™ it "up ‘there" boasting! The only difficult is I realize my
age when. I. am'with the" younger ones —— 9 from almost 8 to 2
‘months, Other times T really.-don't feel 71. Visisted with

Kate up at Wllllams College recently with Mrs, Dreher and
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THE ANCHOR —-Diocese of Fall River—I-ri., Feb. 16, 1996

WITH SMILES that brighten a room

Theresa are also bloed sisters. (Anchor/ Mills photo)

, Capuchin Recollect sisters at the Mother of God
Convent, New Bedford, try to live an austere, contemplative lifestyle similar to that of their
founder, St. Francis of Assisi, From left are Sister Barbara, Sister Ada Maria, Sister Kelly
Francis, Sister Mary Dawn, novice Agnes Marie, Sister Joan
prefer 1o be identified by their religious names,

and Sister Theresa. The sisters
omitting their surnames. Sisters Joan and

Living the Gospel in a material world

by Christine Vieira Mills
Anchor Staff

Barefooled and smiling, Sister
Ada answered the door of the
Mother of God conveni adjacent
to St. Antheny of Padua Church,
New Bedlord. She is a young sis-
ter, part of a newly formed order

‘of Capuchin Recollects invited to

the diocese by Bishop Sean
O 'Malley.

“We live on divine providence,”
said Sister Theresa, syperior of the
orgder, that lives an austers and
contemplative lifestyle akin to the
original ideals of founder St
Francis of Assisi 460 years ago.
“We do without many thinps like
television, radios, fancy furniture
and clothes™ 1id, alluding to
the sisters’ bare wooden floors,
chairs and tables and their habits
homemade from coarse wool, “We
find that aur poor and happy liv-

" vyt

I STITY %

Six sisters and six friars came
from religious life in upstate New
Yorkabouta yearagotoformtwo
Capuchin reform communities,
each lecated in New Bedford. They
are involved in community pro-
jects und church ministries, but
have no strong ties lo one area.
Truly merdicant, they ase a reli-
gious order that combines monas-
tic life with outside religious activ-
ity. They own no personal or
community property and beg for
their basic needs.

“Prayer is the essence of our
Yives,” Sister Theresa said. “Every-
thing, else. all works, are subordi-
nate Lo our prayer and community
living.” The importance ol their
priver is evidenced in the peaceful
atmosphere of their home, their
bimenthly solilary retreatsand even
the sign on thefront door: “Dueto
L sters' prayer schedule, the

~daor will not be opened before 9

Fram 12t and Stn 7 nom .

4 om

have a full day of prayer and
silence on Friday. This lifestyle
does call to some, as both the sis-
ters and {riars have added one per-
son to their orders since their arri-
val here.

The idea of the “reform™ order is
to five, in [996, the primitive, con-
templative lifestyle of the Capu-
chins as it was intended and orig
nated in 1536. The sisters awaken
every morning for the 2a.m. offics,
then again at six for morning
prayerin silence. Theysleep onthe
hardwood floors, impeccably
cleaned and polished throughoul
all three stories of the large con-
vent. [ating no meatl or sweets
excepl on Sundays or special feast
days, the sisters give any leflover
food from their meager divt 1o the
poor.

“God sends people our way who
provide us with the things we
need,” said Sister Theresa, with
the ex ment of a el sneakine

witness the Gospel by ourexample
of the power of & prayer(ul life and
as peacemakers.

“In the Gospel, Jesus said thavif
we Lrusted in the Father He would
provide for us,” she continued,
beaming. "He isn't a liar, Peopie
need Lo take the Gospel literally
when He tells us to trust.”

Part of their votation is manrual
labor, so the sisters have devoted
themselves ta the pursuit of self-
sufficiency. They have learned
carpentsy skills and have made
and finished wooden stools and
benches for their chapel and din-
ing room. Alse, with the help of
their brother Capuchins, the sis-
ters constructed the hermitages
used for retreats where each sister
may spend four days every other
month in prayerful sotitude.

Since, as mendicants, they de
not own anything and must move
from place te place as necessary,
they do not originate new groups
or services that they must staff.
They do, however, participate ina
number of community activities
involving the pocrand the youth.

“Tuesday and Thursday are our
apostdlic days,” Sister Theresa
explained, “We go out into ths
community, visit people and pray
with them. Sometimes they have
fallen away from the faith and
have questions. Ours is the role of
witnessing the Kingdem and help-
ing peaple get {o know Jesus as
their friend.” - .

those in the New Bedford area,
They participate in the Y outh 2000
retreats and parish missions by
giving 1alks and witnesses te the
Gospel. Their next mission witl be
St. Julie Billiart parish, North
Dartmouth, (rom February 26 to
29, “It's important to bring the
Good News 1o people,” Sister
Theresa explained, “because it is
so liberating, so frecing.”

The sisters are also involved in
the food give-out program at St.
Anthony’s every Thursday night
where they not only provide 35-40
‘farrilies a hot meal, but also try to
rourish theirsouls by praying with
them and helping them seek treat-
ment if their problems include
addictions.

A gift from Bishep O'Malley,
the sisters take a large statue of the
Blessed Mother to thase who want
Qur Lady enthroned in their heme,
The statue is received into the
hame and the families promise to
pray the rosary every day it is
there, The statue, a gift to the
bishop from Our Lady of Lourdes
shrine in France, i then taken to
the next family seeking the special
devotion,

“She wants to be with her peo-
ple,” said Sister Theresa, “Many
are touched by her grace.™

And, like the image, mang are
touched by the caring compassion
of these meck and humble servants
of God.

Bedford, reflects the simplicity with which the sisters live. The
small beaches on the floor were made by the group and the
altar, a tree stump, serves well Tar daily Mass, {Anchor/ Mills



Nov, 25, 1996
Greetings fnom Vinginia - fnom the house of the hahdicapped!

Can you dmagine ? peopk. alhing with a walken and sometimes a wheefohair getting wowd the house - somedimes
we need a tnagfic coplt!

Ernle did a great fob explaining my illnesses, T didi't know T was a condidate for open heant sungeny. Erdc
Says thene's o Lot T don't lnow about That §inst week.  That weel 44 gone from my memony - T s ‘out of £L',

I'm home 7 months - T &CUEL have fo use a wnbher, ~ T sLi8E get stabbing pains in my back. 1 have a negimen of
exencises Ao do duily. T finished one prescaiption of oufpatient thenapy doing bicycling fon 15-25 minutes dning ol
each of the vislts and the prescription will be nenewed., My doctons suggésted T go Xo sed an osteoputh/anesthesi- s
ofogist who also evaluates pecple in pain. His diagrosls is that T have infleamed muscles and possible pinched b,
nerves and suggested I get a stenoid injection. My medical docfor doesn't want me Zo get an Anjection, He believes :
any frvasion would possibfe stin up any infection on bactenia thet may STULE be present and the meningitis may
nedun, My docton sald T wes o veay sick woman, hospltalized % rrnnﬂvs - and it will fake double that Time for me

- Zo be fubly necovened and feel Like my ofd 42.&,{ again. Like many diseases, thene's no quanantee the mening{Lis wew't
refurm.  So now my doctons ane ﬂaohmg my seeing a chiropuctor, My onthopedic docton faows a chiroputon

who does work on students who wie injuned in sponts a,tm&&am and Mazcy Cof,t".eqe. Hau ,f:o expfmnmy case o him ‘
and ge,t back 10 rme. Thaft'a whatt 1 an mc..tmg ﬁcvz. e

”% wnbédemchomaaweek andtheybmihenmmpmamimm&ioﬂmﬂmmtdom every day ~ and about
and neighbons to do shopping and nansport hern 1o the hospital o dee me and then Zake her back home again -
wzda&ommkehentomgappomm she had,

Mowdca has been doing most of the cooking and washing. T do what T ean. E &L can't drive - T have fnoubfe
getting Ando some cans. Thank goodness for driends who have biggen cans and they ke me fo my appoindments.

Wekk, that's eﬂough about us.” Just keep the prayens going forn my full recovery - and that Monica stoys
heawly Than youl
Thwq}zzsgw this Thunsday. Erie and fanily will be coming with a full dinnen, countesy of Uknop's, .
on Satu . That's when we'LR cefebuate.  Chuis 48 home gnom college and we'Zl get to see him again.
tle'ne auaiting the binth of Demne's and Alan's 3nd chifd due in o dew weeks ~ dugin mid Decerber.
Then comes Chnistmas and the New Yewr - Have a Mewus Chuistmes and we hopronfy good things happen An 1997,
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Hi everyone. Since it is spring, I thought
there should be a hint of color in this letter.

Sorry for the little delay. The letter arrived on
Holy Saturday, and I have been quite busy for the
past 2 weeks. The news from all the Fields' is the
engagement of our Jason to Tricia. The wedding
will be in 98, only because the arrangements will
take some time since the affair will be in N.Y. and
he lives in Florida. Stephanie decided to finish
her last classes at the Univ. of So. Fla., and has
landed some substitute teaching jobs at a local H.
School. Nothing new back here except Alex and 1
are planning a trip with Marc and Robert to see
Jason and Steph the end of April.

Alex and I will be celebrating our 25th
Wedding Anniversay this June------ Time is
marching on. Hope all of you are well and our
Best Wishes to all these growing families.

Love to all, Alex, Maria and family.
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