4/18/97
bDear all,
Sorry to have to start a new page, but the last onebled thru beautlfully.
I'm back to feeling OK after my October hospitalization episode, which
still remains a mystery despite CATs,MRIs,X-rays,breathing intubation,
spinal tap, Lord knows what other deV1llsh experlments during my 2-day
unconsciousneéss, an ongoing correspondence with Medicare,12 LIJ doctors,
insurance co6., neurologist. After LIJ released me, I suffered for a
month with lightheadedngss, nausea, persistentidiarrhea, weakness in
my legs causing me to fall down and a persistent cough --all of which
I finally attributed to LIJ's experimentation. Some therapy sessions,
faithfulness to mandated exercises, and just plain old TIME have taken
me back to where I started before all this nonsense erupted. Many thdks
te all for your pravers & concerns.
En route to visit Raleigh and Charlotte around the holidays, we stopped
to pay a surprise visit with the Williamsburg Mays. ToOUR surprise,
we had picked just the day when Rosemary was taken to the emergency
room for one of her episodes. How's that for poor timing.
in Jan.,we enjoyed a day's visit with the Capuchin Recollects in New
Bedford en route to an elderhostel in Wood's Hole to learn all about
squiggly little sea creatures, DNA and Cape Cod ecosystems. InFeb.
wespent a week driving®g thru snowstorms in northern Arizona“to visit
Canyon de Chelly,Meteor Crater and numerous Nat'l parks, thén did a
week's elderhostel in Scottsdale, learning all about the Indians of the
S.W. and a terrific course on Fr.Kino, a Jesuit missionary who estab-
lished many missions in the area.
Now it's back to farm projects and summer chores, and, I hope, many
visitors from the family.
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Cooi May greetings from LI The lllacs are bloommg, but we've barely h1t 70 degrees so far!
Glad to read the latest from everyone. Will have to commit it all to memory so that I can repeat it
to Kate and Ian (who are still at school). We pray that all medical challenges are on the rout, and
we're happy to see so much good news as well. Enjoyed the press coverage of Joanie and
Theresa, too. God biess them, and their work!

The Drehers are doing well, and we count our blessings. I'm getting used to full-time
work, but it just seems that some things just don't get done in a timely tashion anymore. Luckily
I enjoy my work. (You never know what question is going to come your way at the reference
deskl) George's year of teaching and coaching will slow down jn June, and he'll just have his
community college courses by the end of June. Ian will be working at the import firm again (o -
support his upcoming senior-year lifestyle) and is looking for an internship to fulfill graduation
requirements. Matt will be able to "laze" away the summer but will probably spend some time
painting at Grandma's since she had all her falling plaster ceilings repaired recently. Kate will be
the busiest. She's doing a summer internship in biology research at Carnegie-Mellon in
Pittsburgh. We're not happy that she will be away for ten weeks, but it is something she has to do
to find out if the research life is for her as a career. She's also planning on taking her fall semester
in Galway, Ireland (too good an opportunity to pass up). Stop by and see her, if you're in the
Emerald Isle this fall! Happy spring!  God bless - P wﬁm v C% .y =
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Dear Family, - o . - & June 6, 1997
"% Greetings. fodll; Itis so wonderful e's-news. Congrais oh all the new”

bmde" Pa’r‘h dﬁ_ iy % ; : o par"rmen'r. S
Manhattan and in Nov Paul moved into his own apar"rmen’r'near'by-; 5o IT is just Karen ‘and -
~ Mike at home now. Karen is n‘rTendlng NCC and next week our baby Mlke gradua‘res from
HS. Time sure is mar'chmg on.
Since I last wrote there has been another addition to the’ Krause br'anch of our family
" tree. Jimmy and his wife Debbie had a little boy, Hunter James, on Dec. 13 (the feast of
St Lucy). Also, Mlchael Krause has become engaged 1l‘hough no deflnl‘fe date has been set.

‘ Lots of Love to all, m -
P.S. By thes way, next 1m\e arGund Augie ‘and & wik e Rhown &s SGranding & Crahdpa” - Andy
& PaTﬂ are expecting their flr's’r in November' ' o
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Nothing:majo
. cially because my a

Working:night

Mom (Aunt Helen) was out for a weekend’ recently, -arriving
right on the heels of a huge rainstorm that dumped as '‘much as
seven inches in less than 12 hours. We got out to’ the 'annual Rose
Festival the next day, and unlike last year, there rgally were a
few roses out despite our usual .crummy Milwaukee spring.

Next on the agenda for me is a trip East to go in pools and

{ugh) 25th anuniversary college reunion..I just passed that big
silver date at my newspaper, and I can‘t imagine how they made
such a mistake, giving me credit for 25 years when I'm still just
25 years old (at most). ) .

Anyway, that’s how things are in the Great Midwest. It’s great

| to see everybody’s news. (/ sua
} W

July Tith, 1897
Dear Farrily,

Since her last entry n this ietter, Mom spent another couple of days in the hospital in early December when
She carre down with aurinary tract infection and resultant fever. Her doctor wanted her in 25 4 precaution
untii they could cultlire and identify the bacteria ivolved. Once they did, and confirmed that it was not the
Same as the bacteria that caused her reningitis, they gave ner standard antibiotics and sent her home. Her
recovery process, which was moving very slowly, finally started picking Uup steam in February. Since the
beginning of the year, she was straying more and rmore from her walker. In Mid-February, she asked me to
bring her car down to see if she could maneuver into it. Not only did she get in, but she drove several miles
for the first time in seven months! So, three weeks later, we returred her car for good. Since then she’s
been terrorizing Williamsburg again. Every week she's doing a little maore. First it was just doctors
2ppoinsiments, then it vas some light shepping, and on Easter Sunday, Mom & Monica went to Mass for the
first tiie at Wiliam & Mary Hall. Later that 2fzernoon, we took Morm and Monica o a restaurant for the
first time in nine months, Mo is determined to get alife backl Currently, she is walking arcund mMostly on
her own ang sometinmes with 2 cane, and most of the tine she's ohly carrying it. She has 2 full scheduie of
activities and has come Up to visit us twice.

Claudine was “tapped” into the National Honor Society this Fall. She played in her school's Spring production
of Pippin. She unselfishly helped to keep Grandmas car "lirber” while Grandma was out of cormasion by
driving it just about every day. Since Grandma got sick just after she received her license, Claudine was
apble to start out driving with the Camry’s automatic transmission. Once the car went back, she was faced
with the choice of either learning to shift the VW or take the "Big Cheese” to school. She chose the
former, but very begrudgingly!

The college search is on now that Claudine is entering her senior year. She's interested in theatre arts and
wollld iove to be a successful actress. While | fully slpport her dream, I'm teaching her the most important
words she will heed to know 25 an aspiring actress . .. “vou want fries with thate”
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Claudine received Confirmation this Spring. As part of their preparation, all of the candidates attend a week-
end retreat at a nearby motel. Chris once again served as a peer leader for the retreat. Aninteresting
sidelight . .. Claudine’s sponsor was Fat Schweitzer. So, yol ask, who is Fat Schweitzeré? The answer is
that she’s the “Pat” in the Reynolds Wrap TV commercials and ragazine advertisements that have been out
since last summer.” Pat.realy s a Home Ecotiomist at the Reynolds headquarters here in Richmond. - She
ahd her farm[y are mcmbsrs of 5t. M:ke 5 and Claudme has babysat: for her two children for-several years.

Chris spent Tour days ending on New Year's Day-in: Baltimore attendmg a Campus Crusade for Ghrist Christ-
mas Conference: He spent Spring Bresk at a CCC conference in Panama City, Fland is'how in Orlando working
for the summer at the CCC headguarters; preparing brochures for the various mission activities sponsored
by the organization. He's still struggling with his Computer Science courses:at Virginia Tech, but he's working
hard. He is looking to branch out into Computer Graphics and is therefore taking some art classes now.

Softball season is once again drawing to a close. In dramatic contrast tolast year, both the K of C and St.
Mike's teams that | play on are doing very well, Clauding rejoined the St. Mike's Defenders with me this year
and with Just three games to go, the team is in First Flace (1) in the Coed Church League. At the end of
regular play, the K of C team is in Third Flace in the Henrico County Men's League. Playoffs start next week!

The 1956 re-ofigineering oF the Nucicar Businegs Unit of Yirginia Power i3 cler and Fauil nave my Jeb, (T
helps when you're on the re-engineering task teaml) Two engineers in the Mechanical Engingering groups lost
their jobs and one was transferred to Surry Fower Station. The two who left asked to be let go (each
walked out with a hefty severance package), 5o there weren't any tears shed in our groups. In other grolps,
things were different. There were those who didn't want to leave who were “severed” and those who wanted
to leave, but were kept. Some in the latter group decided to leave anyway, presumably toward greever pas-
tyres. Naturaly, as soen as all of the personnel moves were completed, 2 sigrificant amount of unplanned
work was identified (OK ... we knew it was coming, It Just wasn't plamed or budgeted for) and we now have
permission to hire more new employees than we eliminated last year and a bunch of contractors to augment
olr staff. never wolld have suspected . . .

What was an office building behind cur property is now an office "built” and the construction of the last two
homes in the neighborhacd, in the lots next to us and across the street, is 2lso complete. After 11/2 years
of construction noise, dust and debris, activities have ceased and quiet has returned . .. with one exception.
The trash collectors come at D50 to empty the dumpsters behind the officel

Last week [ took my “old” computer to Mom's house to see it she and Mornica could actually do something
productive with it. So far, Mo has learned how to keep track of her checking account and 2y soon be able
to produce letters from a word processor. OF course, most of the tirme the computer is on, it's runhing
games, Once [ get my hands on a modem for the computer, Mom may just become a Web Surfing Dudette.

By the way, if anyone has a computer that runs Windows 3.1 or WinSS and a odem and does not already
have access 1o E-mall, | can sand along software for a free E-mall service called JUNO, The service is indeed
free Lo Users as it is pald Yor by advertisers whose ads are displayed on a barner n the prograim window.
Let me know and Ul send along 2 disk. If you have no clue what 'm talking about . . . never mind!

Love,
Eric, Panie, Chris & Claudine
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September 5, 1997

Greetings to All from VA,

This letter is being typed on my computer, Yes, Monica and | have the computer bug. So far, | have tyE_T\fld 8 letters
[ do my ManeyCounts and, of course, games. | hope to learn more. Eric brought 2 modem to hook me into E-Mail via Juno. He tried and
_ tried, but could not get me accepted. He'll keep trying again and again until he does.

- 1am trying to get back into activities again. | have started with the Parish Life and Fellowship commitiee, We had a welcoming for all
the new parishioners...over 220 families in the past year. About 3 weeks aga there were 27 new families in one week. We trytohave a
welcoming every 4 months, The last one was June 2, 1996, right before | got sick. So, with me being out of commission, another woman
having a hip replacement and the head of the group was nursing her daughter back after a car accident, nothing was done until 2 months
ago we decided to have a big one with as many of the 220 families (new parishloners) would attend. The next ore will be a small welcoming
in November...and [ am heading the committee. Next week we start choir rehearsals and then we start to sing at the Sunday Mass in
Uctober. When Manica and [ attend Mass, usually in the parish center, we sit thronghout the whole Mass...and an the choir | would have to
attend Mass in the church and stand up when singing, etc. We'll see how that works out, My right leg is the problem. It is a combination
of nerves and muscles. I'm still not very sure of myself on my feet... I can’t stand tao long or walk very far. The chiropractor, towhom |
now go every other week, said that this problem was a long time in coming and it will not go away quickly, If it were not for the
chiropractor, [ don't know how [ would be now, :

Monica and [ were secrefary/treasurer for the summer bowling league. I did not bowl, of course, it it was goad to get back into the
sport, doing the work we like to do and being with all our bowling friends. | have nothing to do with the winter leagne because they
elected another woman ta be secretary when | was sick...and [ don't know how I'd ever get the job back again. But [ wouldn't want to be
secretary and not bowl in the winter league, The winter league runs from September to May and | would have fo be there ever{ Thursday
whatever the weather would be. But the chiropractor still says that I'll be back bowling again, Ifidan't, it will be no hig deal, | haven't
bowled for over a year and | don’t really miss it. Maybe [ dont miss it because ] know that | can’t do it. Twill know when | can!

Monica started volunteering at the Olde Towne Medical Center during the summer. She goes every Friday and was told she could
stay there from 9to 11 or 10to 12 noon. Well, Monica being a late to bed and late to rise person, started going there around 11 or 11:30 but
* then stayed until 4 p.m. These hours worked out well and she’s been working these hours every Friday. She loves the work.. it is on the
computer! Too bad she cannot go more often, but Friday seems ta be the only day the computer is available for the volunteers...... Monica
had to get new hearing aids...$850 for | hearing aid...and she needs them for both ears...and Medicare doesn't pay anything toward them,
That was out of her own pocket. c

We had visitors back in May. Since we couldn’t go to NY to see Alan and family, especially the newest addition, Shannon Rose, the
Alan May family came to see us. It was great to see them all again. Shannon is a delight, always smiling...a very happy baby. Billy and
Giltian are no trouble at all. They play together very well or by themselves...and then come and show you what theyve done. We hada
nice visit...and they sang "happy birthday’ to me right before they left. This trip they drove down on Rt. 13...never did that before...and
loved it. The trip was a breaking in of their new car, 2 Mercury Villager van. ‘
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Chris is back at VA Tech starting his 3rd year. Last week Eric and Danie drove Chris back with the car packed tull with his befongings.
That Is a project! Claudine will be deciding where she wants to go to college. If she decides to go to YA Tech, Eric will have to rent a
UHaul....... Chris spent the summer at the Campus Crusadg for Christ in Orlando, FL doing graphic arts work for them and he foved it. It
was great for him getting a feeling of working five days a week from 910 5. Claudine did baby sitting, even cat sitting....did not get a job,
tried to, but nothing, Now they're all back to schoal...Danie is not teaching yet, her school starts a little iater............Bilg' and Gillian are in
school...Billy in 2nd grade, Gillian in Ist. Deanne is teaching Math at Mercy College and Shannon stays with a very good baby
sitter..otherwise Deanne would not be teaching. We keep telling Alan to fax Shannon down to us.

| '%‘Verygne.keep happy and well. Love, Rosemawy and HMoniaa . / z% %7
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Dear Family, 11/17/97

I’'m happy to be starting a new page using the latest edition to my “family”—a PC. That makes us the
perfect nuclear family of four (including my two roommates). The computer is my main outside-of-work
activity for the next few months as I try to gain proficiency in a hurty. The primary reason for acquiring
it is that I'm searching for a new career and the only job that still doesn’t require computer skills (yet) is
washing dishes. The secondary reason for the investment is to keep track of my growing beer bottle
coliection (contributions strongly encouraged). I now have a list of 250 which I can sort four different
ways., With that in mind, the next thing on my agenda should be to “get a life”.

Besides a computer class, I'm involved in choir again and also am a literacy volunteer, tutoring a Spanish
speaking lady. Work remains bearable for now, my house remains liveable, and my social life remains
non-existent. Hey, but how ‘bout John and Lorraine expecting a little one! (...and how ‘bout them Jets!!)
Life can’t help but to be interesting and precious. Be safe and be happy!

fm-;% Love,
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December 23, 1997
Greetings from snowy, slushy Yonkers!

We received this just three days before Christmas, and | was determined to respond and get it out to
ride the wave of last minute {late} Christmas cards. Since we're scheduled to take off the day after
Christmas for the warmer climes of Virginia, it was either do it now or it wouldn’t get done!

We're relatively well set for the Holydays; Deanne did all the shopping and | did the cards. {| helped
wrap, but maybe that isn't really helpl} Now all that's left is the tearing of paper! The Landy family is due
to converge on the Matriarchal house tomorrow, an event which everyone seems to apprehend, but it
keeps happening anyway. [t's not the getting together so much as the fact that everyone buys present for
everyone, and once the frenzy begins, it can get ugly. Then we all go off to Church and try to convince the
kids that what just happened wasn't the most important thing about Christmas, but instead, what is being
celebrated at Mass. That goes over like the proverbial lead balloon.

. A few years ago, our parish began a program at the 10AM Mass where the kids K thru 6 grades are

_invited to go to the Church Hall where “Tellers of the Word” lead groups {K-2, 3-4, 5-6} in the Liturgy of the
) Word on their level. Guess who two of the Leaders are? Of course, that doesn't siop Gillian from whining
"I hate Churchi” But we are satisfied when she and Billy say grace at meais and pray before bed and

generally talk about how much God loves them! Something’s sinking in! Religious Education helps, but the
hour per week just doesn't cut it. For some reason, though, we have to fight with Gillian during the week
NOT to take out her religion folder and do more homework. Between that and her tendency 1o read books
late at night make Deanne and | laugh when we hear ourselves saying thihgs like “Stop reading!, or “Don’t
look at your Religion work!"” Taken out of context, that sounds like the wrong message to send. We just
wish the timing was better.

Aside from the Christmas madness, we are also in the midst of buying a new house. We've had three
kids and three houses! The apartment was where D and | thought we would spend our pre-children time {

a Tew years }. When Bill came right away, followed by Gillian 22 months later, we looked for a place we
could afford with some of the things we wanted. Now, with Shannon, while we could still fit in our house,
-we are faced with losing the den to becoming a bedroom, and there's really not much more useable
space. [n addition, we have watched D's Mom lose some of her mobility to bad hips, knees and ankles, so,
we had begun looking for a mother-daughter setup. We had looked at a bunch, but were not impressed.
Came close to making an offer at one house, but it just wasn't right. Then, a friend from Church who lost
her husband a few years ago decided to sell her home. Both of us had been in it, and we loved the place.
We took another look at it two weeks ago, got D's Mom in to look at it, went home and called in an offer -
on the house, and it was accepted on the spot. So, we will soon own three residences. Add to this the fact
that we will also have 1o sell D's Mom's house, as well as that D's brother recently moved a few blocks
from us, and the family accounts for most of the Real Estate market in Yonkers these days. We believe
that this will be a great house to raise the kids and proudly welcome friends and family. Sometime in April,
our address will be 626 Palisade Avenue Yonkers, NY 70703. Don't change your address bocks yet!

We just celebrated Gillian's sixth and Shannon’s first birthdays, and after New Year's will be Billy's eighth.

B & G just finished soccer, but are not signed up for any winter activities. We've had other things on our
minds, | guess. They really are so good individually and with each other. B & G love to play with Shannon,
who kind of likes to be the center of attention. People come up to us in stores to say, “She's beautiful!”.
With her cool blue eyes and red highlighted hair, she is! She's alsc very petite. We just fove watching her
run around after B & G! [ keep telling D that we don’t need a dog: Shannon begs at the table, loves to play
with water in the tub {or elsewhere}, and keeps exercising her incisors on any ohject unfortunate enough
to get near her mouth!

D’s work schedule remains hectic {| don't think she'll do H&R Block this year}, plus her chauffeuring the
kids around. They agreed to take a bus toffrom school this year, so that helps. | have less pressure from
work, having changed departments. It looks like | will stay with Deutsche Bank for a while. |'m scheduled
to fly to London in January sometime or a project. We're still active in Sacred Heart: D teaches Religious
Ed, is a Eucharistic Minister, is on committees, and while I'm no longer on the Council, | will be running a
Scripture course and other odds and ends. Keeps us going|

Hope we all have a blessed Christmas and a Healthy New Year! =

B8 g S
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