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11/13/98
Dear family, _
I was overjoyed to receive the family letter on 11/10, certain that
once again it had been relegated to the "missing in action" category.
Please folks, don't hold it up for more than a week or so -- family
news is always anticipated; stale news is not as much fun. By the by,
I'm missing pages 2/41-42 for the archives. Does anyone hava a copy?

Since my last entry was way back in Jan., here's a brief synopsis of
the Christensens of Lackawack 1998: Some good traveling...bus tours
of Copper Canyon, Mexico in Jan-Feb. and just recently the Northwest
US parks and Canadian Rockies. Of course, we spent some time with
the Kleins around the time of Arianna's birth and baptism, and in
between squeezed in an Elderhostel to SW Pennsylvania (Frank Lloyd
Wright's Fallingwater included). Projects at the farm weéere fewer

but no less labor intensive - and a ‘big thanks to-(especially) Steve
and Ken for their assistance. Some nice visits from the Kleins (21l
too brief) and Bunny etal. and GUESS WHAT!!! Aunt Helen, who actually
enjoyed her first tractor ride!!! This sheould definitely inspire
everyone to come to a MAY FAMILY PARTY in '99. (at this stage of life
one musn't plan toc far into the future.)

Some bad stuff --a recurrance of my back/leg pain that had me pretty
miserable for 3 summer months and which disappeared as mysteriously
as it arrived. Nevertheless, I'm STILL on the doctor/test merry go
round to find out WHY and WHAT do I do next time around. Speaking of
frustrations!!!!! Between Uncle Ed and myself, we're keeping medicare

afloat, thank you all.

Happy holidays everyone. Love you all....

Greetings, alll
This may be a little tricky getting this started in the right place so Fdon't type over Aunt

.. XCldire's note"Fhanks to-evceyomefor skarimg their néwss: Effets §®iftant confficatedas2000
- approaches! Moiess sochere ~We-are altusy with schodl;F55s —and=then all these little —
incidentals crop up, too. George is coaching Matt's travel soccer team, so we do much more than
just watch some pretty good games. And I get to write the game reports for the local papers.
{Well, at least 1 read them!) lan is back living at home full time. He graduated from Towson (of
MD) last June. He's back at an import-export firm, but has no intentions of making that place his
career. Money is a grand incentive to work, though! He's thinking of graduate school down the
road a bit. Kate is a senior at Williams - an unbelievably quick four years. Unfortunately, she has
gotten no divine (or human) messages about what she will be doing post college. She'll apply to
some grad schools, but will probably take some time off from academia to live a "normal" life.
This summer she went to Mexico for six weeks to intern at an agricultural research compound,
and did some lab work at Williams before and after this jaunt. One of these days I hope she slows
down - just for a change of pace. Matt is a HS junior, so college craziness will start with him
fairly soon. He does not want to think about it too much, He is thrilled to be the tallest Dreher
now. He has passed Ian, and may still be growing at 5'11".

I have been a bit crazed at work since we are so chronically understaffed. We've had




_people out for long vacations, illnesses, honeymoons and the like. Some of my fellow workers
* keep telling me to try to become the next director (when our preserit one retires) - and the hours -
would be significantly reduced! - but T don't want the different
management problems. Now I deal mostly with reference questions and the library's online
catalog/circ system and books. Who needs labor grievances, building extensions etc.? I can't
even give much time to my latest volunteer effort - organizing a parish library.

1998 could have been better for my Mom, As reported, she was in the hospital for 4 days
investigating chest pains. They never found anything. Now her doctor has left her HMO, so she's
dealing with that change and we're trying to help, but don't know a blessed thing about Medicare
... we're learning! Then, on October 19, she was MUGGED in broad daylight (9:15 am) on a
quiet sidestreet in WH. Some punk came up behind her, cracked her in the head, and then ran off
with her purse. Thank God, she was not seriously hurt. But what a stress! And of course, she
lost her checkbook, keys, wallet, credit cards, etc. We're still dealing with fallout from that. She
is out walking the streets again, but more warily and on main roads.

el 40

Hey, I saw Jason's wedding in Sept. because I drove my Mom there. Beaming couple and

proud parents! Congrats and God bless to them and all. Was great to see Aunt Betty and Charles
and Kathy and Patti and all the BIG kids.

As Joe reported, George and I celebrated our 25th anniversary in July. The kids arranged
a surprise brunch for family and friends, and 1, at least was totally surprised. It was a wonderful
way to celebrate a phenomenally quick 25 vears.

Well time to close. We send our love and prayers to all. Hope Monica has recovered and

the littlest ones are thriving. Happy holidays - [Ba,.ﬂzu—e’ Gﬂo«.gffa’ Fom Koote © Marz

Dear One and All, . 12/10/98

It has been almost a year since my last “visit" with all of you. Fve missed youlll It is
always so good to hear from everyone, especially when most of the news is uplifting.  Aunt
Rosemary and Monica, you have hoth hed your share of medical problems and | keep you in iny
prayers aliivays. Ano the (sl néns ahviil Aurtt Meien s Thugyiig s ealiy GiSluromyg. i'm sure i
is something that takes a-while to get over.

The highlight of the last year for us was a visit from Madeline and Ralph over the summer.
After 29 years | still miss them so very much. Our girls, Patti & Karen went down to FL last month
and were able to spend Thanksgiving with Madeline, Ralph and all their southern cousins. They
had a wonderful time.

As we approach this very hectic time of year | wish you all peace, love and happiness for
the new year. Merry Christmas to all.

i
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Greetmgs from Charlotte! Dec. 16, 1998 & ' -
This year has been very eventful for the Klein family. John and I entered the wonderful world of
~parenthood on March 6 when we welcomed Arianna Leigh into our hearts. As most ‘of you already know,
her early arrival took us by surprise, as she ‘was not due until nnd—Aprﬂ Thankfuolly, all was, and
continues to be welll She is:now a happy and healthy 9 %—month old, entering the age where she’s
learning how to get into some real trouble. . (And then of course, turn amuhd and look at you with a 2-
teeth grin!) I'm sure its no surprise to any of you that upon hearing that the baby was coming, Mom
- immediately flew down and was at our side in the hospital the very next day. She helped us out
. immensely! Arianna might have only been five pounds, but she had a really good set of lungs—I wonder
who she got that from?
John continues to work with Panalpma (a ﬁ'elght forwardmg company) where he is on the team . .
- that handles the IBM account to Europe.  He’s basically pleased with the company, but all the OT
required he could definitely do without. I’m still doing apartment reports for a local commercial real
estate research company, but am extremely fortunate in that I’'m able to work from home. Since it’s'stilla
full-time job (and then some) Johns mom is nice enough to watch Arianna twice a week so I can go into
- the office etc.: It is extremely tough trying to juggle family and career and I pray every day that I'm
- getting a passing grade!:
e We had a great visit up at “the ihrm in August both as a long awaited Christensen family reunion
++- ‘and a lovely but far to short visit-with Aunt Helen, Bunny, Bill and the kids. It’s unbelievable how fast
the children grow. Isn’t it sad that we probably wouldn’t even recognize most of our cousins? We'reup
~ for a May family reunion--just tell 'us when. Love ang prayers for all. XXX000
- Toppy Holedass v2 pust 199 ol ! Afongins, Fohe & (i ammo—

' PS-As always 1f any of you ever ﬁnd yourselves passmg through Charlotte, stop m y ail'

ifsfn

Greetings from Milwaukee! o

At this writing it's three days since our "Welcome to 1999
Blizzard-- a foot and a half of snow with winds up to 50 mph. It
all made for an interesting walk to work for me--:I'm only about
seven blocks away from the. newspapex bur Somehow .1t seemed
lonaer that - day Now - fho.Lemperature_- *eﬁo or. bel LOW, . 8O the -
snow isn't gding dnywhere séoén. ‘ '

Nothing much to report otherw15e~~'stlll worklng in the
sports department doing mostly editing with a little writing
thrown in. Spent Christmas on Long Island, as usual, and picked
up a beauty of a cold from one of the many little nieces and
nephews. Looking forward to. vacation time back. home. in.the
spring (Kate's graduation from Williams included); the summexr
(kids and swimming pools!); and the fall (soccer games galore!).

But first, there's the challenge of getting through a.
Milwaukee winter. It's always a ton of fun!

Love to hear from evéryone! QO@.bleS§.YQHhéll: )
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Dear Family,

Happy New Year!!

Here’s what’s happening in Richmond, VA (the center of the universe).

On August 25, we packed up most of Chris &
Claudine’s earthly possessions, stuffed them into
(and on top of) a borrowed Chevy Suburban and took
them off to start a new school year. Chris is in his
Senior year-and-a-half at Virginia Tech, studying
Graphic Design. Claudine began her studies at
Radford University as a Theatre major. (My kids
have gone artsy on me . . . where have | gone
wrong? . . . It's that French influence!) The distance
between Radford and Tech can be covered in only twenty minutes, so the “kids” have been seeing a lot of each other
(when they can bum a ride!).

Claudine has already auditioned, although
unsuccessfully, for about six different plays. While
she’s waiting for her “big break” she spends most
of her free time in the costume shop or on props.
Chris has actually gotten a job this year in an on-
campus coffee shop, to help put a few bucks aside
for life after graduation.

This has been a particularly traumatic year for
us. Our little boy turned twenty-one and our baby
celebrated her eighteenth birthday! And with the
both of them off to college, we’ve now become
empty-nesters!! (Yikes!!!) At least we still have
Muffin at home.

: The ‘98 Softball season went pretty well. Both
3 the K of C team and the St. Michael’s “Defenders”

coed team | play on in the Spring and Summer
finished the year in second place, in their respective leagues. Claudine played with me again this year on the St.
Michael’'s team. She finished the season with a bang, or, to be more precise, by being banged up! During the last game
of the season, while playing third base, she was hit by a fast one-hopper that hit her right on the kneecap. | carried her
off the field (she’s still my little girl') and her knee was packed in ice as we finished the game. We stopped at the “Doc-
In-A-Box” on the way home to have it checked out. Three x-rays and $176 later, she was pronounced fit but sore. Isn't
modern medicine wonderful! 1 finished the year by playing fall ball with another St. Mike’s team . . . that was not a pretty
sight!

Danie is no longer teaching at the pre-school, having been turned off by the host church’s treatment of the school.
She has joined with another ex-teacher and have started cleaning houses. Although they planned on just doing this as a
once-in-a-while activity to pick up some money for craft supplies, it has turned into a five-day-a-week “career”.

My job continues to be a challenge. We have had two NRC inspection this year aimed at Engineering; one at each
station. We survived the inspections (survival being defined as “the plants didn’t need to be shut down”), however, the
Engineering organization took some major hits concerning the state of our design documents. The “in” box is overflowing
with work for my group and we can’t meet target dates for the work we have. Our management has made an attempt to
get more people, but so far, requests have fallen upon deaf ears. When you consider that 15% of our organization will
be eligible for early retirement in just five years, and you just don’t pick up engineers familiar with nuclear power at the
local employment agency, we're going to be facing a real crisis very soon. Yet, in spite of impending crises, we just
completed another record outage at our North Anna plant. Refueling was completed in just 25 days. (When | joined
Virginia Power, refuelings were routinely 60-70 days).

Speaking of power, Christmas turned out to be quite a challenge for over 10,000 customers in central and eastern
Virginia. The storm that dropped lots of snow on most of you on Dec. 22, coated trees here with up to an inch of ice.
Needless to say, many trees could not support the weight and falling branches wreaked havoc with power lines. Mom
was without power for a full day and Danie’s parents were out for three days. Fortunately, we had planned to have
Christmas dinner at our house, so the “show” went on. Unfortunately, because of the large number of fallen trees on I-
64, it took the in-laws and the out-laws three hours to make the trip to Richmond (usually a one-hour ride).

A reminder, if anyone has a computer that runs Windows 3.1 or Win95 and a modem and does not already have
access to E-mail, | can send along software for free E-mail service from a company called JUNO. Let me know if you're
interested!

Eric


Eric May
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Honch 24, 1999

Greetings from Wiiginia!

Ves, I have a compufer and on e-mall, bul I don'i know how o puf half of my Letien on
the bottom of this page and the nest on a new page - 4o I'wm Lyping This. Yuck!

: Itts great Lo hearn fnom all of you and what's happening in gourn £ives, 1 only wish the
Round Robin would come fasien - by the Lime you nead aboutl someone - AL'4 a Long Lime past.
1t took 11 moniths fon me fo gelf this Round Robin. That's'a bit Long! So, £8t'4 fny a Little
hander, Ladies and gentlemen! :

Since wniting you Last, Howlcq has. been in the hosplial-again - her Leg swelled 40 wmuch
and Lt wes beet ned from hen ankle Zo fust below hex-khee on the Léft Leg where she had Zhe
broren ankle. 1L was cellulltis, :She was hospiltafized and had- Lo have antiblotics by IV
every foun hourd. She wasd in thé nwising home agadin fon abowt amonth. And...not to be
outdone by Honica, 1 developed an’iifection onmy-Refd ankle. | T4 was padnful and T had *o
stop all exencises - and Lthis neawlly set me back. T had fto go o a vascubar docfor. T was
wearing an Unna's bool and when Zhe infection was gone, 1 had fo get compression hose. That
L6 no problem fon me - 1 was wearing compresslon hose befone 1 got sdck 2 1/2 yeans age - and
now 1'A2 heep on wearding them fon the rest of my Life. The docion did a fest on me and it
showed fhe valves in my veins are not wonking., 1 have venous insufficiency. The frnouble with
the hose L8 That my Legs ane SLLEE a DLL swollen and They had fo be cusfom made and cost $150,
of -which Medicare pays nothing....and they have to be nepfaced about every 6 months.

1 am continudlng io velunfeen ol cnpunch — have wbid gone,baek Foichodr on belng o Fucha-
nlstde Ministen yet., e arne starnting anothen Varnlelfy Show *o be sfaged in June and T am
secretany/dinectorn's night hand gaf - 1 do-not perfoam. The vailety show L8 fun! And come
the end of May, 1'LL be secretany/treasunen of the Summen Bowling League again....still not
bowling. But, we Like the work and Lt's good Lo be with our friends.

Monica has nof gone back fo volunieering yet. She's had problems - always something
hunting her on she jusit doesn'? feed night...sinus, stomach, ankfe, back, efc.

Alan and famify are in thein new house § months alneady. T hope to see Lt sometime -
we ane plamning {orn maybe me ffying to NV fon Alan and Deanne's 10Lh anndlvensany, the dinner-
dance they ane chaining and BLLELy's Finst Communion. We'll Let you know how thet Tuins oul.

We saw Chnis and CLaudine in Richmond, home forn fhein Spring break. Can you imagine That
Claudivie wild have {inished 1 yean o4 college come May! She had o nofe in a play and L5 now
dpoing the wandrobe fon PHacBetn" fo be sfaged Un Apnif, She iLs doing well and Likes LZ.

his will be §inishing 4 years in May - wild be going to Flonida and wonking fon Zhe CCC as
he's done in the past Summens, and Then go back fon anoither and his final semester and he'ld
graduate in December. Time is going much too faszt’

ALL of you --- keep happy and healthy. If's good to hear from you ald.

"C;éivﬁaé/ - %M% .
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Dear Family, 3 September, 1999
This letter reached me just before Labor Day weekend, so we are gearing
up for the return to school (at least Joe and I are). Our school district likes to end school as
carly as possible in June (like around the 11th) and doesn’t start up again until after Labor

. Day, which in my opinion makes the summer a couple of weeks too long. The kids also
get minimal time off during the school year so that it can end that early. This Aungust really
dragged for us because Brian and Emily’s soccer leagne had to cancel practices. Qur
community has been one of the hardest hit by the drought that has affected the whole
‘Northeast this summer. We went for two months with just one day of rain, and the soccer
fields were so dry that our Soccer League was banned from using them for fear of tearing
them up. Now the grass has started to grow again, so.it looks like they will have games.

S ~We spenfithe first pait-of‘the summer doing-baseball -anek softball: ~Emily’s softball
ended in June, but Brian got selected for a “travel” baseball team for post-season play in
July. He had every kind of kid-spori experience you could have with baseball this year.
He had really spectacular games and really poor games. He was one of the best players on
his regular team, and a so-so player on the travel team. He has also become a terrific sports
fan this year, especially in baseball. He will be starting Sth grade soon (age 10 1/2) and
we’ll see if this fascination with sports will do him any good in the real world of
Elementary School.

' Emily is now 7.1/2 and will be going into. 2nd grade. Perhaps because she didn’t
have any kids to play with on the block this summer, she’s made terrific progress in -
reading ability and is really looking forward to 2nd grade. 1 hope that the enthusiasm lasts
past the first day. In a few hours we get to go to the school and see their teacher
assignments posted on the door, so the enthusiasm might not last through this day if she’s

~ not in the same-class-as-some of her. friends!- Colin-will also.be going to school this year--

preschool anyway. He is almost 3 1/2 and is not as.shy as B and E, so [ think that he will
adjust well. He is preity well toilet trained and has started to give up naps. As an added
benefit, he is also started to sleep through the night for the first time! e has really moved
out of babyhood, which makes me glad and sorry at the same time.

I hope that everyone has a great Fall with more pleasant weather than the Summer.

Love to all, &/QQ_QWQF" { ‘
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This RR arrived just as we were sending Billy & Gillian of f to their ongoing adventures at Montessori
School 31, We are sending the letter out just after Floyd made its appearance in fown. We personally

were spared the ordeals: we never lost power, and the flooding we had was partially because of stuff

we had in the backyard, which caused a cascade of water into the back stairs leading to the basement.
That being fixed, we had the usual seepage that has to be expected when this volume of water hits the
ground. Other than that, we were spared: never even lost electricity {which is more than I can say for

_ those Virginia Power customersl} We were saddened to see people who live downhill from us whose

homes were deluged from the Saw Mill River {which is usually no more than a puddlel}. And then there
were the pictures of New Jersey wheré whole neighborhoods were under feet of mud. Dad always told
us that, if given the choice between a disaster from fire or water, he'd take fire any day. Eventually,
you can put ouf a fire, but what canyou do with water ?2? '

Enough about fhemisery. 77 o

Life with the Yonkers May Family is going full steam ahead. As I mentioned, B & & aré back to school.
Even G, with-her- hatred ‘of ‘being told what to do, and doing work in general, is enthusiastic about
schoo! this yea_r'.'_{J' ust waitl). And Shannon is loving life with her excellent sitter. She walks info the
sitters' house, greets her friends, and does her daily routine of play, TV, eating; ete. We're losing this
sitter as she is returning to school herself to become an uitrasound technician. Buf, we are blessed to -
have another good sitter: a friend who watches another group of kids. We've already introduced
Shannon to her, and Shannon didn't hesitate. "Have toys, will fravell” She's content as ever. She also
decided to train herself on the potty, wanting o use the big one rather than her own.

The schedules are filling up. There's music lessons, {Bill second year clarinet, Gillian first year flute},
swimming For: beth; dance for &, scouls: for both, Religious Gd:playdates, whatever. I sringe when
either of them tells me that they are bored! - : -
Deanne has settled into the administration side of Mercy College. She works in the same LD futoring
department she tutored in last year, but she does scheduling and other tasks, along with limited -
tutering. She still does Fuller Brush, teaches a Co-op preparation course, and @ few other side jobs
from home. She's on the Parish council, Liturgy cormittee and Executive commitiee. T'm still running
Scripture studies for Sacred Heart, and whatever else I get suckered into. Work is unpredictable:
Deutsche Bark just bought Bankers Trust, and weTre having-a tough time devouring it all. It is my
observation that managers were marginally- good at running their, former departments, but now with
those departments artificially growing with the acquisition, the mdnagers aré over their collective
heads. Morale has sunk'at Deutsche, and the Bankers crew, t;tr"e'_;g’;&h’gléhs}andqb{y_nof happy at all. What a
wastei 3¢ many pecple lost their jobs far a deal that still doesn't make sense to most of us. And a lot
more are quitting after the merger seeing that the prospects for ihe’ new Bank are not thav much -
improved. ' : o
Healthwise, we've all been okay. Deanne has had a visit to the hospital again for some intestinal malady
ho one has been able to diagnose {stones?}. T've had my thyroid ldoked at and currently am getting my
liver evaluated. The former looks like it is nothing: the jury is still out on the latter. Thank God, the
kids only have the usual problems that pass as quickly as they come. | ' :

We're looking forward to July 15 & 16, 2000. Presuming the célrﬁpufrer"s‘ are fixed and there is
electricity, phone service, efc, we'll be there! Just don’t forget the name badges I':: -~ =+ .

Happy Y2k One and All I 1| ‘.

PdferSe",'{J Qﬁ)ﬂ



Eric May
2-70
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Dear Family,
Happy to get the letter eventhough it takes almost a yeqek
it. Ireally don't think that it should take that long deFiu
news seems a bit old but it is good to keep it going T ontheless.

The news here in N.J. is that Stephanie who recently graduated -
from Portland State Univ. got engaged to a gentlman from
Washington State. |

The wedding is scheduled to be in Aprll 2000. The other big event
for the next year will be the birth of our first grandchild. This event
is happening dround May 24th-and I cant tell you how. excited we
all are here. Jason.and Tricia . still are residging on Long Island and
will be seriously looking for a home of their own now. Ts time
marching on or what? It is getting a little scary when we kids are
becoming grandparents, right? We are kept busy all the time with .

~ work, CCD, soccer ( Robert is on 2 teams-- Rec and travel) Marc

- in his 2nd year at Middletowr North refs soccer on the weekends
and has become an EMT explorer volunteer.

1 tell you with 6 kids life is never boring or relaxmg With all the
news of pre-school days and pampers I can honestly tell you all----I
know what your going through. Lookmg forward to seemg you all
in July at the millenium ‘Family party. R

Mom is domg Ok but getting slower and slower She needs the 0z
mostly all the time, and doesn't get out to see others too often.
Nothing else new here Love you all---—-- Maria , Alex and all.

E-MAIL — Ruq ;—7 CJU!\JD Com





