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‘ Greetinge Famiiy! o B ‘ ; ' February 23 2009

1 will start by wishing: myself a happy birthday ~ your "baby cuz" is 40 today! So much has happened srnce our
last.-entry that P m almost at a loss for where to start. I'll give it my best effort so here: goes:

~All was going \ weH wrth ‘our contfent, albert crazy life; down in tove!y Wake Forest, when'lo and behold Johntook
ashotin.the dark and filled out an application on line for a position at the' Kohi’s Department Stores’ drstnbutron;
center right up in lovely NY State just 20 miles from the Christensen homestead. Well, long story short, he got

-the job within weeks of applying and on September 12, the Klein clan was on the road again, this time moving
back north (what are we crazy?). We've been “cozily” (that is a nice word for cramped right?) living with mom
ever since; kicking her out of her bedroom and takmg over the {op floor. Well, mankfully, this will soon be
coming to an end because ;

‘ We are in‘the process of buyrng a house right up-the road.on Lackawack Hill, just %4 mrles away from mom!- It's
a 1960 ranch total “fixer-uper” but the houses’ bones are good and the location is. rdealt We are cunently
under contract and should dose by the end of February or early March.

“That being. sard we've had our house on the market in Wake Forest, also since September with very lrttle |
‘action. Shall we say “bad timing!” However, finally we have been blessed with an interested party and are set
to close on March 3 We are takmg a bath on the house, but at ieast were: getang rid of rt ; ,

‘How has life been on Lackawack Hill you might ask? ‘Besides the beauty and: majesty of the Catskills, and of
course our happiness with being back with family and friends whrch we' ve missed so badly, we have had our
share of j Joys and setbacks. These include: ; . :

. Lorrarne gets a tick bite in late September while: prckrng grapes and needs antrblotrcs
Aunt Claire and Lorraine embark on an unbelievably wonderful 2 week vacation fogether: on the Rhine
and Danube Rivers with destinaticns including Bw‘epaet, Vienna, Frankfur, Cologne, Arns’rerdam
This.wasa tremendous experience for us especially since we got to enjoy it together.
e Snow, snow and more snow-one storm resuliing in Lorraine going into a tailspin while bringing Ananna
to gymnastics and totaling Moms carl it's a good thing she doesn’t need it at the moment anyway since
- shejust had hip surgery and won’t be driving for a while. Wasn’t that convenient? NOT! ‘
» We had a mishap with-a shopprng cart in the ShopRite parking lot and all three boys: went spilling out of
: the cart head over heals info the black freezing slush. That was bad enough until | realized that blood
. was gushing out of Marks head resulting in 3 staples at the ER.
= After the hip surgery, Mom-was supposed to go to the rehab faoﬂrty in Eilenvrlte but due to hospital
~politics, guess what? Mom had to come straight home and Lorraine got to be her nurse. Boy was that
fun! At the same time Matthew was sick with a high fever and stomach virus...need | go on?
« Finally, to ad icing to the cake, Arianna was goofing around and fell off a chair cracking her two front
~teeth. This resulted in a visit to the Endodontist with a double root canal. That was only the first part.
Now we have to go back to the regular dentist (as well as a consult with an orthodontist) to get her front
~ teeth bonded Thank God that John as a job (for the time being at !east) with 'good-instirance: ‘

Fortunately, things' have caimed downin: recent weeks. Thrs is good because John and | have been

concentrating on:all the baloney entailed with buying and selling a house. Now it's more ndroulous thaneverto .

~get aloan! Can we blow up all- the potmcrans in Washrngton'?

Overall, the krds are adjustrng well to rural upstate hvang Ananna and Kaylin® have made some very nice \,
friends nght here on Lackawack Hill, and Tri-Valley is considered a very good school where they are doing well
in 5 and 3" grades. Arianna'is also part of the competitive gymnastics tearn at Monticello Gymnastics. This

is a real commitment as she has occasronal weekend meets and practroe three mghts a week atadistance of -
45 mmutes each away Fe , ;

]God 3 blessmg to alland know that you are in our prayers—both to be thankful for our joys-and to ask for H|s |
- rintercession in. our sorrows Hopefully 2009 wrll be a year of L@i 3oy for ALL of us! : :

//72?“’ %f/]&m Qﬁ/m %@m A//,i/m« 77/4‘7%&’ Wx/é*’" e o
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: We re snowed in on LI today the only big wmter storm has ﬁnally arnved' It s. pretty l have a day
-off - and | now can get to the RR quickly. 1t’s good for us to share - be it joys, sorrows, challenges,
- triumphs or the daily humdrum.  Our prayers 'still go out especially for Camden s family.

We Drehers are all ok. George and I are most grateful for our cml service ]obs' Job secunty and a.
pension someday (hopefully!) are icmg ‘on the‘cake because we both do enjoy our careers. We're
looking forward to spring when we will rélocate our veggie garden to a sunny spot (trees removed in
the fall) and get those tornatoes on their way. We are hoping that the huge lilac bush we relocated
from Mom’s backyard has survived the move and the winter. We’ll find out in April! Then we ll give
serious thought to a cross-country trip. Our plans last summer fell through.

~ Of course, the big upcoming event is Matt’s wedding on June 20.in NJ. They have made all the plaps -
wedding at Drew U, and reception at the Morris Museum .. Matt and fiance Carolyn-are fine.. Matt has
even been able to snag a promotion at work. Carolyn works for Penguin Press in the HR department
and commutes into Manhattan.  They’ll honéymoon in Japan (1) in autumn.  Kate continues in Palo
Alto and still has funding for her science data management job. {'ll be flying out in a few weeks fora
’short visit fan has relocated to NY ( here') to save S and start anew He’s looking for work, but also

Mom’s been gone over a year now, and it took that long to resolve our claim for a refund from the
nursing home! It was quite a bizarre battle due to an incredibly inept business office, but we have
finally received our final legacy from Mom and Dad.

The May reunion this summer was “fab” - and the weather held up! Hope more can come to the next
_one. We were also happy to see Ray, Steven, Ken and Aunt Claire at Christmastime. We heard all
about the excitement on Lackawack Hill. Glad to hear that John and Lorraine are now on the way to

' establishmg roots “up the road”. Hope Aunt Claire continues to mend fully, too.

Let’s hope and pray that our family members, and our country can weather the storms of this year
Looks like we are all going to be tested by the economy. We look forward to birth announcements and
other happy events to come. Thanks for the photos, too! = -God’s Blessings, Peace and Hope to all -
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Greetings from Milwaukee! 3/ LI / 29 2-232

Retirement from the almost-vanished newspaper industry continues to go well. I'm having fun with
volunteer work and my weekly visits to the finest Irish bar in the world. Plus I still have a foot in
journalism, if there still is such a thing, because I collaborate on a sports column for a weekly paper here
in Beertown.

Had a great visit with niece Kate in California in January---timed it perfectly, exchanging a minus-10
degree morning in Milwaukee for a 70-plus afternoon in Palo Alto. It stayed that way for five days as we
had fun in San Francisco, Monterey and on the Stanford campus.

Several trips back East will liven things up in the next few months, as well as the baseball season and
the fabulous outdoor swimming pool at my apartment complex. I also may repeat the teaching gig that I
had at American University in D.C. last summer---love the city but hate that oppressive heat!

Everyone stay well and happy! Q—/"”/q‘—‘

Dear Family,

April 1, 2009

Our big news for this round is that Chris became engaged to Kristy Ogg on December 17™, and, as I predicted, the couple
beat Claudine and Laughton to the ‘altar’. Chris & Kristy wanted a small wedding in the Spring, but the critical path to the
wedding plan was to be the establishment of new living quarters (Kristy lived in a house with her sister, and Chris lives in a one-
bedroom condo). However, in these tough economic times (drink!) Chris found out that his condo is :
worth less than what he owes on it, so he can't sell right now. Then, Kristy lost her job. So, since
she had time on her hands, (and was without health insurance) they came to the conclusion that they
should speed up the wedding. She planned all of the arrangements, and prepared his condo for both
of them to live there (they've moved anything they don't need to her sister’'s house for storage).

The wedding was on the evening of March 14™, at a friend's house. After the brief ceremony and
some refreshments, the couple departed to prepare for their week long honeymoon in St. Lucia. Two
weeks later, a casual reception was held for the newlyweds at the condo complex clubhouse.

In an exact opposite to Chris & Kristy's small wedding and simple reception, Claudine &
Laughton’'s more elaborate wedding plans are moving right along. St. Michael's Church has been
booked for a 2 PM wedding on October 3™, with a reception at the Richmond Marriott West right
down the street from my office. The dress has been selected, photography and DJ services have
been secured and transportation, flowers and wedding cake details are being worked out. So we're well on the way (7o
bankruptcy! . . . Hey, what about a government bailout!? After all, we ‘re working hard to stimulate the economy!)

Danie is enjoying here role as Mother of the Bride; working with Claudine on most details. She helped out with Chris’
wedding when asked, but the couple took care of most of the details with their friends. When not consulting on the perfect
wedding, she has been helping her mother, who had foot surgery early this year, with doctor visits and other needs. Danie is
preparing to teach another quilt class; this one to make a landscape quilt. As always, she can frequently be found at a quilt guild
meeting, a quilters’ supply store or a quilters' retreat.

This year's bowling season has lacked notable performance by the ' Wastin’ Away’team. With the 'kids' moving on in their
lives, their participation on the team has been limited to periodic substituting. The regular team is now Danie and me, our
original feammate, Clint, and now, his wife, Barbara.

The tough economic times (drink!) have certainly impacted Dominion, as operating budgets have been cut across the board.
Unfortunately, the Engineering Department budget includes precious little more than salaries so it would follow that cutting the
budget would cut jobs. However, the company is spending large amounts to make capital improvements that result in additional
‘green’ power thanks to financial incentives from the State. Among the projects are the uprating of the Surry & North Anna
units by, among other things, replacing the steam turbines with newer, higher efficiency designs. Our efforts therefore have
been refocused on supporting (and charging to) these projects (displacing outside contractors) to make out budget reduction
without the loss of any Dominion employees.

T just want o note and acknowledge that a humber of the Round Robin participants are also finding their way into the world
of cyber social networking. All of the Eric May and Alan May clans, Ray, Maria, Ronnie & Augie and quite a few of the younger
generation have signed up on Facebook(.com). Social networking won't take the place of the old style Round Robin, but it can
provide a means for getting out quick news items, and little snippets of our lives, fast. You should try it out and look us up!

Eric & Danie
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Dear Family, April 14, 2009

Tax day is tomorrow.....and boy have we all been taxed!!! As noted by Frakie and
Joe, the Newspaper industry is dying a quick death and the wonderful NY Times
is right there with them. We had layoffs and pay reductions a few weeks ago and
right now I'm just happy to be employed....for now. It really doesn’t look
good....but in life there are certainly always going to be ups and downs....so I
guess we just have to deal with it.

Nicole is doing Spring track and will be finishing her sophomore year at West
Babylon HS. Megan will join her as a freshman in the fall. Meg has also decided
to join track so it looks like their Uncle Ray has rubbed off on them a little bit.
(Maybe it’s all the t-shirts he distributes from the marathon’s he’s been running!)

Since my heart issues last winter I've been feeling great. Lot’s of pills (Crestor,
Plavix, etc), but back to normal activities and then some. We’re preparing a larger
garden on Lackawack Hill this year to supplement the “healthy eating”. Plenty of
forestry work over the winter, and now tree planting in another week. With
everything going on in the world right now it seems the farm 1s the one place I
can find my sanity! Everything else with the Christensen family is going pretty
well and Lorraine should be into her new house within a month.

Love to alk
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Creetings from Williamsburg and Gloucester, VA

1just celebrated my 83™ birthday last Saturday. Eric and Danie and Sophic (their little Shitzi: — so cute) came over, picked me up
and we went to see Monica. I don’t get to see much of Monica because right now I’'m having therapy because of the three flukey accidents,
nothing serious, that kept me from driving. The last time I drove o see Monica was around Christmas. Ihad the car inspected in February
and there were some things that would not pass the inspection — so they were taken care of and then the car was parked in front of my
apartment. Eric tried to start the car May 3™ 1t would not start —he gave it a boost and it started and we drove to see Monica and the car
worked fine. Then again, the car was parked out front until last Saturday. Eric started the car right away and we drove to Monica. I'm going
to try to drive my "84 Toyota, which is 25 yrs. old. I have been taking therapy and today the therapist wanted to see how 1 get in and out of
the car (that’s the big problem — I can get my legs in — but it takes a little bit of manenvering with my legs and feet). The therapist has some
ideas to strengthen my legs so I'll get in and out of my car more easily and I'll be driving again. Otherwise I play Rummikub with my
friends, go to any appointments I have (I am taken to them by the car here) and many kinds of events going on to please everybody and keep
us busy and happy.

Monica is still doing pretty well. She is having some dental work done: having teeth pulled instead of getting them fitled , etc.

She has two teeth on the top that have to be pulled — then all denta! work will be shelved until her power chair is fixed and then she’ ll get her
upper plate and then the bottom teeth will be done. This is how things have to be done.

Well, Chris did it. He and Kristy beat Claudine and Laughton in saying “I do.” They were married on Mazch 14% and Claudine is
getting things ready for her wedding to Laughton on Oct. 3rd. Eric and Danie are doing well — they like to take a few days now and then and
go to places they have been to and like — or to a new place. They are taking off this week for a vacation in KY. Eric and Danie believe in
“See America First” - and that’s great!

Alan and family are doing well. They just spent a 4 day getaway to their cabin in the Poconos. Bill finished 1 year at Jona College
and Gillian graduated May 29% from Sacred Heart High School with very high honors. Everything is all set for her to attend Mount St.
Vincent College in Manhattan. Shannon finished 7o year, with honors, at her school.

It was good to read about all the things happening. There were some not so good news but everything else seems to be going pretty
well with the May family. Ihope it stays that way.

Keep all the prayers coming for us — we’re praying for you! Rosemary and Monica
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Colin Lynch Emily Lynch ~ Kate Dreher Danny Zirkel Terry Clines (12/09)
I thought | would include this picture from our Clines family Christmas party at Joe's house, also attended by several

Christensens and Kleins. My niece Kate likes to gather the musicians in the family for a little concert. Terry is becoming
quite good on the guitar.

Dear Family, 16 February 2010
———As-lwrite this;- we-are about ten days out from-the "Snowmageddon" snowstorm that hit the Middie Atlantic ——
states, quickly followed by a second storm. Our corner of PA did not get hit too hard by the first storm ("only" 10-12
inches) but that was followed by another 18 inches from the second storm. We have been doing lots and lots of
shoveling, and the kids had an unexpected six-day weekend. This is their first day back at school and it is snowing as |
type! Another few inches could land here today. Brian also got snow at college, his school is located north of us and
south of the Poconos. He has had a lot of ups and downs these past two semesters, and is not as happy with his major
(Electrical and Computer Engineering) as he was, but plans to keep it and finish on time next year. He has had a couple
of externship (job-shadowing) experiences, but would like to do an internship this summer. | think it will be hard to land
one this year. He plans to travel this spring break to the UK, where a couple of his friends are doing their Junior year
abroad. He has not had a chance to do any school-related travel yet, and wants to see a bit of the world.

Emily is a senior in high school now, and this stretch of snow days has given her an excuse to give in to senioritis.
She will decide on a college soon, wants to visit her first choice school again but the snow has derailed our plans for that.
She has made a decision on a major, at least. A year ago, she told us she was interested in Liberal Arts, but changed her
mind last summer and now wants to go into nursing. She's looking at schools that are known for Liberal Arts but also
have a College of Nursing where she can get a BSN. Colin continues to be happy in Middle School. He sort of quietly
putters along, doing his own thing. He is involved in a Tech Club and the Chamber Orchestra at school, some community
sports, and also spends time on his own playing around with moviemaking and designing K'nex roller coasters. He will
participate in the County Science Fair again this year, if he can get his experiments to work out!

Merck has merged with Schering-Plough this year, which means another round of layoffs/reorganization. The
company has had several internal reorganizations already, so Joe is familiar with the upheaval this will cause. But like so
many others going through the same thing, there's not much we can do but wait for it to be over. Like the snow!

Love to all,

M
o
{
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Dear All,
Looking at what | wrote a year ago, | am amazed at how much has happened! Many good things!
William is in the middle of his second year at iona, but has encugh credits for Junior status: maybe Senicr. He keeps
plugging away at his coursework, while maintaining involvement in so many activities. His fraternity, ATA, was finaily
disbanded due to lack of activities, so that has freed up some time. But he is currently practicing as a member of the
“Grease Pit” for lona’s production of Grease. He's in the Math Club, Campus Ministries, several service organizations, on
yearbook & newspaper, doing midnight runs and the like. He continues to play the wind controller at lona’s Mass, and
performed in our parish’s Christmas concert. We are currently looking into whether he is following in my footsteps in his
health: he has high cholesterol in splte of being active, having a decent diet, and a healthy weight. We are being
proactive to ensure that he stays healthy.
Gillian finished her first semester at M1t. St. Vincent. We are happy that she is doing well dorming with the usual
adjustments. She knew no one going in, but has made numerous friends. She’s continuing to do well academically. She
surprised us by telling us she was a lector at Mass there Sunday. She became an EM at Sacred Heart so she could assist
in that capacity as well. '
Shannon is in the home stretch at Yonkers Montessori Academy (new name for her old school) She has gotten on the
Principal’s List in spite of at leastione ineffectual teacher. We are proud of her self-earned accompl:shments. She was

_ a'c'cepted'by all 3 Catholic Schools she applied to, and YMA wants to keep her, since they are expanding into High School
as well. She vows never tp take a bus to public school again! She has indicated she wants to follow tradltlon into the
hallowed halls of Sacred Heart ngh They are fortunate to ‘get her! o W
Deanne continues to be. involved in many aspects of Sacred Heart; pansh secretary, Religious Ed and sacramental
coordinator, and parish council. She is ¢éming up to her busy season of §acraments including Shannon’s Confirmation!
I am surviving Deutsche Bank’s restructuring of its Finance department. Processes have been moved to Munibai, staff
here has been laid off, and more have quit. 'd like to join either of those ranks, but am stuck with a job where | control
none of the. resources, but am stili responsible for the'mumbets. 1 react poorly to that stress, whichris bad for my heaith.
While 1 am fine now, | am ‘stretching my-body teo far, and some day it will.cost me and the famlly | am exploring
options, but the econdmy is still too weak to move to another job easily.

Deanne & | took a ‘cruise to nowhere’ in November for our 20% annivérsary: iy first cruise. It \,iia:sﬁthe weekend of the
hurricane so we were treated to being tossed around all weekend. Qur cabin floor flooded the first mght and the ship
{brand new Catnival Dream) creaked constantly. Entertaifiers stumibled of stage wiiters had'to gét their balanice from -
time to time, and elevators bumped their waIIs But we enjoyed the time, exploring what a brand new cruise Shlp packs
these days. It made ug consider future‘crmses ifthe: spirit of Claire. and others!: Erlc & Danie:just came hoirie from ane.
We were abie to partake in Claudlne 5 weddmg celebratlons in Octobegr. It was.good to see the famlly, as'well as Ria & -
Alex Claire & Ken and some of IVIom s famlly We couldn’t get to Chris’ wedding in March.

Mom gave up drEving after it became too difficult to get in & out of the car. Her 25 year old car was giving her problems,
so it was best anyway. Chambrell is treating her pretty well, especially providing her with therapy. | am convmced that
this is keeping her going as well as she is. With aches and palns she can get where she needs to.

Monica remains at Walter Reed in Gloucester. Considering the circumstances, they treat her rather well, and she rules
her area of the building. She’s the only fully coherent and active resident, so the nurses like being with her.

As Eric mentioned, all of us have Facebook accounts, so look us up if you venture onto the site. It's fun when used in
moderation; and is a-great way to keep tabs on friends & family.
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