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Hi, all. Glad to catch up with you thru the RR. Wish more could have gotten to
Lackawack Hill. Next time!

The deep freeze continues on LI. But our winter has been warmed by the arrival
of our first grandchild. Matt and Carolyn are proud parents of Claire Elizabeth - born
Jan. 14 - 6 lbs, 12 oz. Carolyn had to have a c-section after complications arose.
George and | have been able to spend quite a few days reveling in Claire and helping
Matt and Carolyn with the newborn challenges. We drive or train to Maplewood, NJ
every weekend. George is particularly helpful with the early morning (4 am) shift.
Quite a few lives are now going to revolve around Claire!

Not much else is new in WH. Well - that is since my laproscopic liver surgery in
June. | had a large cyst (gallon of fluid!) drained and effaced at Columbia-
Presbyterian. | have a new cyst growing, but | will ignore it as long as it does not
bother me. | continue my so-so merry ways at the library. Yes, even a library can be
stressful! There’s always more paperwork and grand projects and labor issues.
George will become the head outdoor track coach at Garden City this year.
lan is making a long-anticipated trip to New Zealand and Australia. He will visit a
friend who on a US government posting in New Zealand. Then he’ll find out how the
office is being reconfigured and how that will impact his job.

Kate has made a big change. She has taken a job in Mexico- near Mexico City. She
started on Nov. 30. She works at CIMMYT - an international agricultural research
institution. She has worked there twice before. She’ll be archiving research data.
This all came about very quickly, and it could be a 3 year contract. Eileen and | did
manage to finally take a trip to visit Kate and see Big Sur and San Francisco right
before she headed south.

Looking forward to SPRING (50 days from now).Wishing you blessings and gentle joys -
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Perfect timing for the letter! It arrived one day before I'm off to New York, so it didn't have to sit in
my mailbox for an extra week.

Winter is always wintry here in Beertown, but why did they have to invent this Polar Vortex thing
this year? The snow has been tolerable, just a lot of small doses; but everyone's stopped counting
the number of days for sub-20s wind chills, or worse. It didn't help that the heating system in my
quite large apartment building died at least four times in January, each one requiring the
maintenance guys to go unit-by-unit in bleeding the radiators.

Anyway, the highlight for me since my last installment was in early September --- the quick but
wonderful trip | made with Matt and Carolyn to sunny, lovely Lisbon! Carolyn was the true hero of
the journey, conquering the many hills of the city and its environs even though little Claire was
almost five months "in preparation” at the time! I'm so grateful the new parents asked me along on
their last overseas trip for a while...

In November | joined my brother's family for a football weekend at Notre Dame, where Terry is a
freshman. The weather was iffy for the game but the experience was terrific! And in December
there was a trek to Yankee Stadium for Notre Dame's bowl game against Rutgers.

Now it's back home to meet our new little sweetheart, which will officially establish me as a
grand-uncle (I like that better than great-uncle). And then it'll be back here to see if things will
warm up at least a bit before the baseball season opens.

A

Happy spring to all, assuming it arrives ...

March 2, 2014

Dear Family,

As noted in my last entry, Mom had a strong allergic reaction to the last infusion of Rituximab, which was being used to attack the cancerous
protein cells in her bone marrow. At her next appointment, the doctor vowed that he will no longer use that drug on her. Mom's red cell count,
however, was the highest it's been since she has seen the doctor, so the drug has certainly been effective. Rather than start her on another drug right
now, the doctor wants to just monitor her until the red cells again begin to decline, at which time they would administer Bortezomib. Unlike the previous
drug, that was administered via a multi-hour infusion, once every 8 weeks, the delivery of this drug is by a quick injection in the stomach and would be
administered on days 1, 4, 8, & 11 of a three-week schedule. On the fourth bi-monthly monitoring appointment, (January) her hemoglobin fell below
10.0. [fthe countis again below 10.0 in March, he will begin the new treatment. She's not looking forward to the next blood test!

Monica is continuing to move about Walter Reed Convalescent and Rehabilitation Center with her power wheelchair.  To provide her alittle bit of
stimulation, | purchased a 7" electronic tablet (for those who understand, a Samsung Galaxy 2 7.0 running Android 4.1.1 (Jelly Bean)) last May. Itisa
Wi-Fi only device, and there is no accessible Wi-Fi at the nursing home, so she cannot connect with the outside world. Therefore, | loaded it up with
lots of games for her to play. | was concemed as to how she would handle a touch-screen device, and whether the device would last long before the
power cord or the device itself would be destroyed (she is NOT gentle with her stuff, and neither is the staff). Well, she did seem to get the hang of it
(although | doubt she could ever type much on the touch screen) and she didn't break it right away, but there was a third thing that | hadn't counted on:
theft! Two weeks after she got it, it was gone. Fortunately, since | paid for it with my American Express card, | received a full credit and bought her a
replacement. However, before we could bring it to Monica, Danie started using it and came to enjoy on it.  So, | went out and bought another tablet .
.. this one a cheaper off-brand that does everything Monica will ever do with it. Additionally, when Claudine upgraded to the iPhone 5C, she passed
on her iPhone 4S to Danie, who in turn passed on her iPod Touch to Monica. So Monica now has several gadgets to play with. The nursing home
provided a locking cabinet in which she could store the gadgets.

Poppi (Danie's father) continued his 'existence’ in Williamsburg, where he is barely able to take care of himself, never mind the house. Danie had
been trying to get him to move to a senior independent living apartment complex near us (actually very close to Chris & Kristy) but he has was resistant
for several months. Finally, he agreed in June, and on August 17", we moved him. He had difficulty acclimating to his new environment (social
aspects and schedule (for breakfast, lunch and van trips to local stores)). Twice, Danie received calls from the management of the community,
reporting that Poppi wasn't 'playing well' with the other inmates. Danie had to sit him down and read him the riot act about his behavior, and during a
subsequent visit with his doctor, she explained his behavior, and he was given a prescription of 'Poppi-uppers'. He seems to be doing better now. We
are in the midst of getting his house in order to put it on the market by the end of March.

Danie still spends much of her time taking Mom to her doctor appointments and caring for her father. Recent check-ups on the 'girls' have been
negative, although she continues to fret before each exam. In celebration of another anniversary of her 29t birthday last year, Danie decided to hold
a sewing party and a local shop that has a class / club room to make pillow cases for patients at the Children's Hospital. Not sure how straight the
seams were, given that there was drinking going on.
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Claudine & Laughton continue to do well, and both are 'established' in their respective jobs. Claudine's company, Global Employment Solutions
IT, which is growing fast through acquisitions, has resulted in her taking on more responsibilities. She will be spending a week in the Chicago area to
learn the processes used at an acquired company, so they can be merged with her company's current processes.

Chris & Kristy are also doing well. Chris recently changed jobs; leaving Timmons Group for a small startup advertising / Web development
company, where he received a significant salary boost. Kristy is stable in her job. They continue to monitor the housing market, but a significant
change is necessary in order for the value of their condo to increase to near what they paid for it.

The 2013/2014 Bowling season is started off slowly, but for some unexplained reason, the "Wastin' Away" team
climbed to the top and took the top spot for the first half of the season. Danie has been notified by several others that
they are gunning to strip her of her prized '(un)Sportsmanship' award. She has been unfazed by their threats and
usually sends them back to their lanes, whimpering. Meanwhile we bowl . .. and then getice cream. Incidentally, the
boxing gloves in the photo were part of a costume one of her competitors wore on Halloween, in which he was trying to
mimic her!

Getaways taken since the last entry included a week-long road trip in the Northeast, in conjunction with the Family
Reunion, We started with the event at 'the Farm' and then headed east for Sturbridge Village, before arriving in Bean
Town for a two-day stay. Then we headed north to the White Mtns (Mt. Washington) before heading south again to stay
with Ed & Janet Ebert. We managed to participate in a small get-together with four members of the OLPH Class of '67
outinHampton Bays on LI. Thatwas a blast!. In August, we spent 7 days aboard Royal Caribbean's 'Grandeur of the
Seas' (the ship that had a fire on board in early May) on a trip from Baltimore to Bermuda, along with friends from our
years in Williamsburg. Nothing much planned in the first half of 2014, as the preparation and sale of Poppi's house
demands any 'free’ days we're able to set aside. We have made plans for a Caribbean cruise at the end of August.

Atwork The final shut down the Kewaunee Power Station (Wisconsin) occurred on May 7, 2013 and the reactor
was defueled by June. The operating license for the unitwas relinquished. Work is being done to expedite the movement of fuel assemblies from the
spent fuel pool into dry 'casks' and store them on a concrete pad on site.  When thatis done in about 4 years, the plant will go dark, and only a few
security and monitoring personnel will remain on the site.

The countdown clock to my retirement has been reset again; back to February 1, 2015, as the uncertainty related to sale of Poppi's house still
looms overus. Since he has no other assets, | am paying the monthly fee for Poppi's apartment, and to have his house restored after 25 years without
significant updating. Until the house is sold, closing costs and outstanding loans are paid, and I get paid, we will have a better picture of where he
stands, and then I'll see where | stand. In February 2015, I'l be 62 and able to immediately apply for social security (might as well, since no one knows
how long it will last!).

Eric & Danie

PS: Let me amplify the comment made by Alan in his entry. PLEASE use the email addresses provided in the routing list to notify at least the next
person who has an email address to let them know that the letter is on the way (but why not send a note to everyone?). Additionally, please
refrain from using color paper and especially use high-contrast ink for yourentries. Why? Because [ (and others) make copies of the letterevery
time it passes through our mailboxes. Color paper and low contrast ink reduce the quality of copies / scans. | scan and maintain an ongoing
electronic copy for archival purposes. Be aware that TWICE in the last round, pages from the letter were lost or damaged. Because copies are being
made along the way, the pages were replaced and the integrity of the letter was maintained. Thanks!
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Greetings from Gloucester and Williamsburg, April 13, 2014

Monica tells me all the fixing up at Walter Reed is done — and she hopes it stays that way for a long time.

Her power chair is working pretty well after the overhauling it got — but now it needs a new or refurbished joy stick. But
until the new one comes, the old one is working okay.....it gets her where she wants to go. That is all she asks! She does
not want to go back to her regular non-electric wheelchair in which she has to make it go by her own arm power - that
hurts! Whenever there will be a game to play or a Mass to be said or a meeting to attend, she goes around and gets
things ready. The older nurses have been there as long as Monica has been there: two were fired and others took early
retirement, so she has to get used to new ones in charge. There is always a change in aides — some call in sick or are
just not coming to work that day or evening, and that makes it hard on the patients who just wait and wait for the aides to
come and take care of them.

I have had physical therapy again for several weeks now and they have ‘let me go’. But maybe | can have something
better. The woman who does exercises with the group also goes to residents’ apartments and does exercises with them
there and, free of charge. This may work out better for me. | should keep up with some exercise otherwise | tend to
tighten up again. Gotta keep going! One thing that is better: my upper right leg where there is an accumulation of
lymphnodes - can be painful - is now much better. | wear a knee brace on my left knee and that knee does not have
cartilage between the bones and | feel more pain there, too. At least the right leg is better in that department. The left leg
is shorter than the right leg and that shoe is built up to make me stand straight. Ho, ho, hol | can’t stand straight — | have
scoliosis, too. | think you know that! | do what | can - slowly but surely!l  As far as the lymphomas go, | will be having a
blood test done the end of May and June 4™ | see the oncologist whom | think will say it is best to start another . =,
medication whether the hemoglobin is better or not and this one will be given by an injection in the stomach. | tty r{bt“o
think about it too much. Whatever will be, will be! : Y

Well, that’s about it for now. It’s wonderful to read about what is going on with everyone especially or
college, new babies, new jobs, keeping on with the jobs they have, etc. Most of the news in the Round R Ig A5
There were some medical problems that were taken care of but with me, it is a continuous problem. So let keefpfaying
for each other: you pray for me and Monica and we will pray for you. B3 bygadaa v

Love, AuntRosemary and Monica, ~ wya"
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Dear Family, June 14, 2014
I got a chuckle that Joe's last 2 entries heralded the start and end of another school year. Congrats to
the grads and all of those starting journeys into adulthood, careers, parenting, grand-parentmg -
My last entry noted a new roommate and now I get to add that she s leavmg --= _]ust to show you that
us smgles can have that “fa:mly atmosphere too i ;

Wﬂmmgton got at least as much SnOw as s the rest of you (se'ttmg records), 50 I‘m complaJmng less
about summer temps (so far). Enjoyed my 30th college reunion (Kings Point).. Ken retired from his
sea-going days at the ripe old age of 46. (feel free to send him a letter-bomb). 1realize how lucky I
am to get to see most of my family every time I visit the Farm: Mom and her chickens (which now
number 16 or so, providing eggs, entertainment, and occasional tragedy), Klein Clan just up the

road (enterainment for me, anyway), Ken & Steve and whatever projects they need help with from
planing lumber, pulling maple syrup taps, cutting firewood to cleaning up the barn. They‘ve made
super progress with barn cleanup in particular, with a goa.l of getting nd of Junk and orgamz:mg the
pﬂh for the first time ever.

g& running fnends from Delaware to get me to sca.le the 2 hlghest Catskill Mountains
{ & Hunter) in snowshoes back in March. More recently, I got a taste of real family

Lorraine, John & 5 kids for a night each on their trip down to NC and back. I flew to
CAia p;ly May for a "Giants" theme trip.  Saw a SF Giants game on one Saturday, and the next
weekend ram " Avenue of the Giants" marathon through a forest of Redwoods about 250 miles north
of 8F. QGaod time visiting some old friends as well.

Running continues to be my most prominent activity. Staying healthy, so I won't complain that one
of my worste experiences was making a 10 mile race into an 11 mile race back in October, by
making a wrong turn (easy to do when on trails). It's nice to have run with literally hundreds of
different people in the last 12 years. Keeps it enjoyable. One of my most regular running partners
lately has been a 10 year old boy. His mom brings him out to run with me for as far as 5 miles at a
time. (his mom is married, so don't even go there). I did attend the wedding for a friend of mine
who's even older than me and got hitched for the first time....so who knows...

Besides web design, I'm now helping customers set up a customer loyalty program through an
Austrian company called Lyoness. You haven't heard of them, but you soon will. Let me know if
you'd like one of my "Cashback" cards, since they are good at many local and online merchants.

See www.AttractWeb.com for that or www.RunMarathonMan.com for running photos.
Take care,

Ray
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Dear Family, 3 July 2014

| can relate to a lot of the entries | have read in this instaliment of the family letter. We suffered
through the horrible winter that everyone else in the northeast did. And we have had graduations this
year too. Emily graduated from Boston College with a nursing degree and Colin graduated from high
school. Both exhausting experiences. There were lots of travel woes in Boston (think of all the colleges
up there, all having graduation on the same weekend) and even our local high school graduation was a
logistical nightmare with a class of 975! But we had some fun, too.

Otherwise, not much has changed for us since my last letter entry in October; everyone in the family is
still in a period of transition. Joe did not lose his job during the Merck reorganization last October, but
they are already cutting the projects that he was put on after the reorg. He doesn't think he will be let
go this time, but...more changes. Brian still does not know what career path he wants to follow. Emily -
does know that she wants to work as a nurse and she does want to stay in Boston, but the job markie?y@“]
very tight up there for nursing, so she has yet to secure a job offer. Colin is set to go to collegeat doc
Northwestern Univ. outside of Chicago. His interest in the school surprised us, because us@)rf)squ%e _
didn’t want to go "too far", but he saw that NW was strong in Chemistry, his favorite subject, apdgdhat ., |
attracted his attention. He is going into the Integrated Science Program, which is a mash-up of ajj-of the
physical sciences. He thinks he will really like this major, so we'll see how it goes. Right nowsheis .
basking in post-graduation "glow" and going to the Northwestern/Class of 2018/Wildcat Welcome web '

pages every day. And | am looking for Twin XL sheets and motel rooms near Evanston, IL.
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Dear Family,

The RR arrived just in time for my birthday. | sat on a chaise in the backyard and read through the
family entries. A good way to spend part of the day!

Yes, it was a long, cold, stormy winter, and these days after a perfect July 4 weekend are a hot, sticky
summer.

Will continues to do well at Majestyk Apps (W 35 Street, NYC). He is currently “on loan” to a client of
Majestyk, an app developer creating internet games: Lucktastic. He is very involved in all aspects of
app development and is loving every minute of it (well, mostly).

Gillian returned to us in May. Shannon and | visited her in her adopted home of Stevenville, TX in
February. it turned out that college did not prepare her adequately for the intense Data Mining
program at Tarleton State, so she left the program, tock some additional classes and returned home
in May. The year far away was a great growth experience for her and she made some great friends.
For the summer, she’s chilling and getting her driver's license (tried once or twice between other events
in her life) and looking for short term jobs. Then in September she’ll focus on the next phase of her life.
Selfishly, it is SO good to have her home.

Shannon graduated from Sacred Heart in May. She enjoyed a few weeks rest, and then began
another summer as counselor at Camp Rays in Yonkers. With the threats of cutbacks, there was
some uncertainty, but she’s set now. She'll take two days off in a week to do an overnight orientation
at Manhattanville College. Camp will end, we'll have 2 weeks of vacation, then she’s off to explore
what beautiful downtown Purchase, NY holds in store for her (and vice-versa). She'll be focusing on
Creative Writing, but the program at Mville has a lot of interactive programs with other creative fields.
She'll be dorming in the new Freshman Honors area, and has already connected with various
classmates on Facebook.

Deanne is still running around at Sacred Heart. Summer is supposed to be the calmer time, but
there’s still plenty going on. We have a newly ordained associate, so she is helping him learn the lay
of the land here. And before we know it, the new year of programs will begin and our time will be
devoted to others again.

I changed roles at Deutsche Bank, now assisting in the huge regulatory requirements the Bank must
meet. It is an insane time of overhauling antiquated systems and developing new ones. Miilions are
being spent on this effort. It is amazing to me that any Bank makes money any more. | am insanely
jealous of my brother with his retirement date (somewhat) set. | cannot wait till | no longer have to ride
downtown and deal with this daily grind. Health checks remain positive, so on | go.

Overall, we are a happy, relatively 'healthy crew. Many nights the kids will look and simply ask for a

family game night that brings lots of teasing and lots of laughter. Then the complaints of the day are
gone and we all know how just how blessed we are to have each other.







